
UTAS Academic Bylaws
For Undergraduate 

Programs



THE AIM OF TODAY SESSION

Aim

2

Enhance Awareness
on UTAS Academic Bylaws



ACADEMIC BYLAWS

3

Number of Articles 92 Number of Chapters:5

Chapter OneDefinitions1

Chapter TwoStudy System at the University5

Chapter Three
Admission Rules, Student Transfer and Change 

of Academic Program/Specializations12

Chapter FourRegistration Rules34

ChapterContentNo. of Articles

Chapter FiveAcademic Programs, Exams and 

Assessment
40



www.presentationgo.com

STUDY SYSTEM AT THE UNIVERSITY

Academic Calendar
Two semesters (fall and 

spring).

15 weeks of study and 3 

weeks of final exams

As per standards 

approved by the Oman 

Authority for Academic 

Accreditation and Quality 

Assurance of Education

Credit Hours

Summer Semester 

(Optional*)

8 weeks of study and 

two weeks for final 

exams

Study Levels



Minimum of (60) credit hours. 

The cumulative GPA of the level 

(2.5) as a minimum grade point to 

transfer to the next level

STUDY LEVELS
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Diploma
Advanced 

DiplomaBachelor

Maximum of three years of study

(Without the General 

Foundation Program)

Maximum of two years to 

study

(After Diploma Level)

Minimum of (90) credit hours.

The cumulative GPA of the level 

(2.75) as a minimum grade point 

to transfer to the next level

Maximum of two years to study   

(After the Advanced Diploma level)

Academic programs offered at the 

bachelor's level only 6 years maximum

Minimum of (120) credit hours. 

The student's overall cumulative 

GPA (2.00) as a minimum of 

grade points



LANGUAGE ADMISSION CRITERIA  
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As per General Foundation Program Prospectus / Article 7



ADMISSION AT THE UNIVERSITY
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Omani 

Students via 

Higher 

Education 

Admission 

Center

Non-Omani 

students via 

exchange 

programs and 

university 

scholarships

Students 

transferred 

from other 

higher education 

institutions

Students 

studied at 

their own 

expense or the 

entity where 

they work

Study
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UTAS students

are allowed to 

enroll in student 

exchange 

programs
Approval of the higher 

education institution in 

which the student is 

enrolled in

The language of 
instruction must be English

The university does 

not bear any financial 

costs

Student completion of 60 

credit hours of the study plan 

with a minimum cumulative 

GPA of 2.5 points

The student is 

subjected to all 

academic rules and 

regulations enforced 

at the university, as 

well as, the 

regulations of the 

student exchange 

agreement between 

the university and the 

higher educational 

institution

Student Exchange Program

Approval of the 

Dean of the 

College on the 

Course Description

The university 

continues to pay 

the approved 

allowance to the 

student

Students are selected on a competitive basis

The student should not have been subjected to 

any disciplinary sanction



VISITING STUDENTS
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UTAS Students
Students enrolled in accredited Higher 

Education Institutions*

1-The student must be joined to a HEI that is accredited and 

approved by the university.

2- Approval of the Deanship of Admission and Registration 

which coordinates with the concerned HEI the required 

courses, number of hours and the equivalent courses needed

for the study plan.

3- The number of registered hours must not exceed 15 credit

hours, during the student's study period at the targeted HEI.

4- The courses in which the student obtain a grade equivalent 

to a minimum grade (C)* are counted for the student BUT 

not calculated in CGPA.

5- The student is subjected to all academic rules and 

regulations enforced at the university.

The university does not endure any financial costs that 

are required to fulfill the graduation requirements for a 

given academic program

1- Written approval letter from the educational 

institution to which the student is enrolled in.

2- The availability of vacant seats at the university 

during the fall and spring semesters.

3- Achieving approved English language standards for 

academic programs.

4- The number of registered credit hours should not 

exceed 50% of the total study plan.

5- The student is subjected to all academic rules and 

regulations enforced at the university.

The student is subjected to the approved tuition fees in 

accordance with the applicable regulations.



RULES OF TRANSFER TO THE UNIVERSITY AND 

CHANGE OF PROGRAM
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From other higher education institutions 

within the Sultanate to the university

Between the branches of the 

University in the same 

program/specialization

Between the branches of the 

university with change to another 

program/specialization

In the same branch

4

3

2

1



TRANSFER FROM OTHER HEIS TO UTAS

الإنتقال

A vacant seat should be 

available in the college / 

university branch

The student must prove 

that no disciplinary 

penalty has been issued 

against him/her

The student must study at 

least 50% of the UTAS 

study plan

Bring a certificate of 

completion of the 

Foundation Program 

(or equivalent)*

Be enrolled in an HEI 

(bring a clearance 

letter), not older than 

25 years old, proof that 

s/he is not working

The student must have 

successfully completed at 

least 30 Cr. Hrs. of the 

academic program & 

obtained a grade of at least 

"good"

The student must be 

Omani and meet the 

minimum approved 

conditions for admission 

to the academic program

For equivalency purposes, 

only courses in which a 

student obtained a grade of 

not less than (C) and with 

similarity rate of 70% will 

be awarded (TC)



TRANSFER & PROGRAM/SPECIALIZATION CHANGE 

BETWEEN UTAS BRANCHES 

الإنتقال

All courses

studied by the 

student, whether 

he/she

passed or failed

The duration of study at the 

college in both 

programs/majors should not 

exceed the maximum period 

of study as per the Bylaws

Availability of a vacancy in 

the academic 

program/specialization to 

which s/he wishes to 

transfer to

Must Meet the admission 

requirements by Central 

Admission Unit in case of 

changing the Academic 

Program*

The student has the right to 

change the academic 

program/specialization only 

once during the period of 

study at the university

Must meet the

requirements of the General 

Foundation Program or the 

academic program/specialization 

to which s/he wishes to transfer 

to

Must Meet the approved 

transfer conditions by the 

Deanship of Admission 

and Registration

The student must not

have completed more than one 

academic year in the current 

program/specialization

Employer Approval



THE STUDENT’S COURSE LOAD 
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The student’s 

course load

during

Fall and Spring 

Semesters

Maximum: (18) credit hours

Average: (15) credit hours

Minimum: (12) credit hours



THE STUDENT’S COURSE LOAD
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THE STUDENT’S

COURSE LOAD 

FOR THE 

SUMMER 

SEMESTER

MAXIMUM: 

(9) CREDIT HOURS

MINIMUM: 

(6)  CREDIT 

HOURS



THE STUDENT’S COURSE LOAD
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THE STUDENT’S

COURSE LOAD 

WITH MIXING 

LEVEL*

MAXIMUM 

(15) CREDIT 

HOURS*

MINIMUM 

(12) CREDIT 

HOURS



REPEATING COURSES TO IMPROVE THE 

GRADE
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Diploma
Advanced DiplomaBachelor

Two coursesOne courseOne course

The student may repeat any course in which he succeeded in order to 

improve the grade provided that he/she scored a grade of C or less

Students who enrolled in the programs offered at the bachelor's level only may 

repeat (4) courses for the purpose of improving the grade provided that they 

have scored a grade of C or less.



WITHDRAWAL FROM COURSES
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WITHDRAWAL FROM A COURSES IS ALLOWED UP TO THE END OF THE 

EIGHTH WEEK OF FALL AND SPRING SEMESTERS

Diploma Advanced DiplomaBachelor

Maximum 

Two courses

Maximum 

One course

Maximum 

One course

Students who enrolled in programs offered at the bachelor's level only may 

withdraw up to (4) courses during their period of study at the university.



POSTPONING STUDIES
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The student has the right to

postpone a particular semester

during the first (10) ten weeks of

the semester.

When does a student have the right to 

postpone

Branch Council 

In the event of exceptional

circumstances, the student may

apply for a third postponement,

which is considered by the branch
council of the university

General rules 
-Allowance is not paid

-The student must update his/her 

status in the system in the following 
semester 

Postponement Period 

The period of postponement is 

calculated from the maximum 

period of study at each level

Number of postponements

Only twice during the 

period of his/her study at 
the university.



TYPES OF WITHDRAWAL

FROM THE INSTITUTION
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Voluntary 

withdrawal

Mandatory 

withdrawal

Unofficial 

withdrawal

13 2



WITHDRAWAL
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Voluntary 

withdrawal

1 1
2
3

The student submitting official withdrawal

request signed by the academic adviser and/or

approved by the scholarship/funding authority

The student’s guardian submitting official

withdrawal request in place of the student due to

insurmountable circumstances that are supported

by official documents.

The student is satisfied with the his/her academic

program level.



WITHDRAWAL
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Mandatory 

withdrawal

2 1
2
3

Not being able to get off from
academic probation.

Failure to complete the graduation

requirements within the maximum
period.

If a disciplinary penalty is issued against

the student that violates honor and
integrity.



WITHDRAWAL
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1
2
3

Not registering for courses
during the allocated period.

Absence from all courses without
valid excuse for more than 20%.

Absence for 10 continuous working
days without a valid excuse.

Unofficial 

withdrawal

3



GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA)
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Semester Cumulative 

Grade Point Average

(SGPA)

Cumulative Grade Point 

Average of the Academic 

Level

(LCGPA)

Overall 

Cumulative GPA 

(CGPA)



ACADEMIC PROBATION
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The student falls under academic probation in case 

s/he scored a grade less than 2.00 (semester GPA or 

Level GPA)

Student with a 

semester 

LCGPA or 

SGPA of less 

than 2.00

First Academic 

Probation 

First Warning

Second 

Academic 

Probation 

Second Warning

Third Academic 

Probation 

Final Warning



ASSESSMENT AND FINAL EXAMS
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Å Further details on

final exam

assessments &

committee

Chapter Five

17 Articles related to assessment 

and final exams (Art. 62 to Art. 78)

01

02
03

04

Å Two final exams in a day is

acceptable

Å Submission of excuses; 3 days

after exam date

Å Challenge Exam

Å Assessment elements should

not be less than 3 in theorical

courses in which final exam

would be 40% to 60%



CHALLENGE EXAM
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For 

whom?
Decide by?

When?Number?

Results

For a student enrolled in the university 

and has practical experience, and who 

demonstrates possession of skills and 

knowledge in a specific course of the 

study plan accompanied by the approved 

documents.

The challenge exam is held at the 

beginning of the first semester of 

the program's study plan

The college, in coordination 

with the Deanship of 

Admission and Registration, 

determines the courses that 

can be subjected to the 

challenge exam

The number must not exceed 

(2) courses during the study 

period

In the event that a student obtains a grade of (C) or 

higher in the challenge exam, a passing grade is 

awarded in the student's transcript. The number of 

credit hours for the course is calculated but is not 

included in the calculation of the CGPA.



EQUIVALENT COURSE AND ALTERNATIVE 

COURSE

Alternative 

Course

Equivalent 

Course

When?When?

It is a course that is similar to the 

original course in academic level and 

depth of knowledge, so that the student 

can register in it instead of the original 

course.

- Substitution for elective

courses only

- No more than two alternative

courses during his studies at

the university.

It is a course that covers at least 

70% of the learning outcomes of the 

original course.

- In cases that result from the

development of graduation

requirements plans.

- The student is studying the course

in one of the other higher education

institutions as part of the visiting

student program.



PREREQUISITE / POST-REQUISITE
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Pre-

requisite
Subsequent 

Requirement

Subsequent 

Requirement

Pre-requisite Subsequent 

Requirement

A student may study a course 

and its pre-request course in 

the same semester if s/he has 

studied the pre-requisite in 

the previous semester but 

failed in it for the first time.



GradeRange as Percentages
Grade

Points

إمتياز

Excellent 
A (أ)1004.00ــ 95

A- (-أ)943.7ــ 90
جيد جدا

Very good
B++ (ب)893.3ــ 85

B (ب)843.0ــ 80

B-(-ب)792.7ــ 75
جيد

Good
C+ +(ج)742.3ــ 70

C(ج)692.0ـ5ـ6

C- (-ج)641.7ــ 60
مقبول 

Satisfied
D+ +(د)591.3ــ 55

D (د)501.0ــ 54
راسب

UnsatisfactoryF ـ( 500.0أقل من(ه

راسب بسبب الغياب
Fail due to absence

FW(هـ غ)0.0

Grades with Numeric Value for Courses



Departmental Requirements:

C- and above

College Requirements:

C- and above

University Requirements:

D and above

PASSING GRADES IN COURSES

Specialization Requirements:

C and above



CLASSIFICATION OF DEGREES

ClassificationOverall GPA

Honors with 

Distinction

4.00 - 3.85

Distinction3.84 - 3.70

Very Good3.69 – 3.00

Good2.99 – 2.30

Satisfied2.29 – 2.00



Compulsory 

Course!
The duration of the training 

is from 8 to 12 weeks and 

may be extended as per the 

requirements of the 

academic program

It is listed as a course 

with an approved code 

in the student's 

transcript

The training course may be 

scheduled with or without credit 

hours depending on the academic 

program and graduation 

requirement plan

ON-THE-JOB TRAINING / FIELD 

TRAINING



GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
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Successful 

completion of the 

program study plan 

requirements

Struggling Students

Overall cumulative average 

(CGPA) less than (2.00),

Failure in a maximum of 

two courses

Overall cumulative 

average (CGPA) equal 

to (2.00) or more



Arranged and Presented at UTAS- Muscat by
Dr Yousuf Al Balushi - Business Studies Department
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UTAS Academic Bylaws
For Undergraduate Programs

THANK YOU

Any Questions!


