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1. General Foundation Program Aims 

The General Foundation Program aims to: 

1. help students gain effective command of the required skills in English Language, 

Mathematics and Information Technology 

2. provide realistic learning opportunities for students to speak, listen to, read and write 

social, workplace and academic English confidently and effectively 

3. provide a solid foundation in English, Mathematics, and Information Technology to 

allow students to perform successfully in a variety of academic programs at a higher level 

4. equip students with the skills and attitudes to successfully participate in lifelong learning 

in their academic programs and future careers 

5. develop social competence by helping students acquire teamwork and decision making 

skills 

6. develop academic competences which will include logical and abstract reasoning, 

problem solving, as well as higher level cognitive and critical thinking 

   

2. GFP English Level Objectives
ii
 

The GFP English level objectives are aligned with those of the Common European Framework 

of Reference. To ensure compliance, and to avoid confusion in the delivery of these objectives,  

many of the phrases used to express these CEFR- aligned objectives match those of the CEFR 

global scale (Council of Europe, 2011, P24). This matching of phrases and descriptors ensures 

that we are able to benchmark our learning outcomes with those of the CEFR. The objectives are 

also cross-referenced with the GFP Oman Academic Standards (OAS) issued by Oman 

Academic Council currently known as Oman Academic Accreditation Authority (OAAA). 

 Levels Objectives 

4 (CEFR Equivalent B2) Can understand the main ideas of complex texts on both 

concrete and abstract topics, including technical discussions in 

his/her field of specialisation. Can interact with a degree of 

fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction with 

expert speakers quite possible without strain for either party. 

Can produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and 

explain a viewpoint on a topical issue giving the advantages and 

disadvantages of various options. While studying can manage 

time and accept responsibility according to GFP Oman 

Academic Standards (OAS) # 6.2.1. As part of the Level 4 

Program, learners will acquire the research skills, note taking 

skills and presentation skills specified by OAS # 6.2.2, 6.2.3 and 

6.2.4. 
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3 (CEFR Equivalent B1) Can understand the main points of clear standard input on 

familiar matters regularly encountered in work, study, social life 

and employment. Can deal with most survival situations likely to 

arise while interacting using English. Can produce connected 

texts on topics which are familiar, or of personal interest or of a 

type with which a student aiming to study at a college of higher 

education ought to be familiar. Can describe experiences and 

events, dreams, hopes and ambitions and briefly give reasons 

and explanations for opinions and plans. While studying can 

manage time and accept responsibility according to OAS # 6.2.1. 

 

2 (CEFR Equivalent A2) Can understand and use in speech and writing sentences at an 

elementary level related to social, academic and employment 

areas. Can communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a 

simple and direct exchange of information on familiar and 

routine matters. Can describe in simple terms aspects of his/her 

background, immediate environment and matters in areas of 

immediate need. While studying can manage time and accept 

responsibility according to OAS # 6.2.1. 

 

1 (CEFR Equivalent A1) Can understand and use in speech and writing familiar everyday 

expressions and basic phrases and sentences aimed at the 

satisfaction of needs of a concrete type. Can introduce 

him/herself and others and can speak about and ask and answer 

questions about social, academic and work related activities. Can 

interact in a simple way provided the other person talks slowly 

and clearly and is prepared to help. While studying can manage 

time and accept responsibility according to OAS # 6.2.1. 

 

 

3. Colleges of Technology GFP-English Learning Outcomes iii 

The GFP English learning outcomes are aligned with those of the Common European 

Framework of Reference. To ensure compliance, and to avoid confusion in the delivery of these 

learning outcomes, a number of the phrases used to express these CEFR- aligned leaning 

outcomes match those of the CEFR levels A1-B2 (Council of Europe, 2011, pp. 58-96). This 

matching of descriptors ensures that we are able to clearly benchmark our learning outcomes 

with those of the CEFR.  
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3.1 Writing 

* It is not a requirement to cover these L.Os in the given order. 

Level  Learning Outcomes  

 

O
n

e 

1. Can write simple phrases and sentences for a variety of basic purposes 

2. Can write simple sentences to give personal information 

3. Can write simple sentences to describe habits and routines 

4. Can write simple sentences to describe family life, places, hobbies and 

pastimes and vacation activities and to describe work and jobs 

5. Can write simple sentences describing self and other people, either real or 

imaginary 

6. Can write names, addresses, nationalities, occupations, dates and times, 

numbers and prices 

7. Can write short, simple messages or notes (SMS or social media message or 

postcard) and can write an email or a postcard of at least 75 words 

8. Can link sentences to form a short paragraph of at least 100 words using 

simple discourse markers such as ‘and’, ‘but’, ‘because’, ‘or’, ‘so’ and 

simple punctuation 

9. Can use prewriting strategies to generate and develop ideas and to plan 

before starting to write 

Level  Learning Outcomes  

 

T
w

o
  

1. Can write simple phrases and sentences for a variety of elementary purposes, 

linking them using simple conjunctions such as ‘and’, ‘or’, ‘so’, ‘but’ and 

‘because’. 

2. Can write and take short, simple notes and messages relating to matters in 

areas of immediate need 

3. Can write a very simple personal letter or email of at least 100 words 

4. Can describe plans and arrangements 

5. Can explain likes or dislikes  

6. Can describe family, living conditions, past and current education and 

qualifications 

7. Can describe present and past activities and personal experiences 

8. Can write a simple story describing a person or past event 

9. Can write simple instructions and directions 

10. Can clearly separate topics into individual paragraphs which together form a 

text of at least 150 words 

11. Can use prewriting strategies to generate and develop ideas and to plan 

before starting to write 
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Level  Learning Outcomes  
 

T
h

re
e 

1. Can link ideas to write simple texts on topics which are of personal interest 

or on topics which a student aiming to study at a college level ought to be 

familiar   

2. Can write short reports of occurrences, which communicate factual 

information and give reasons for actions taken 

3. Can describe the plot of a book or film and describe their reactions to the 

book or film 

4. Can describe processes  

5. Can write personal letters or emails describing experiences, feelings, 

opinions, attitudes, dreams, hopes and ambitions and impressions and or 

events in detail of at least 150 words 

6. Can write clear instructions to operate a piece of equipment found in the 

home, in an educational institution or in the workplace 

7. Can write an essay of at least 175 words with an introduction, a minimum of 

two supporting paragraphs, and a conclusion on topics which are familiar or 

of personal interest, or on topics which a student aiming to study at a college 

level ought to be familiar with, which might require expressions of 

agreement and disagreement, or cause and effect, or comparison and contrast 

8. Can use prewriting strategies to generate and develop ideas and to plan 

before starting to write 

Level Learning Outcomes 

 F
o
u

r 
 

 

 

1. Can write clear, detailed texts on a wide range of subjects related to personal 

interests and on topics which a student aiming to study at a college level 

ought to be familiar. 

2. Can write an essay in support of or against a particular point of view with an 

introduction, a minimum of two body paragraphs and a conclusion of at least 

250 words showing control of layout, organization, punctuation, spelling, 

sentence structure, grammar and vocabulary 

3. Can write letters or essays highlighting the personal significance of events 

and experiences 

4. Can gather and synthesise information and arguments from a number of 

sources and write a report of a minimum of 500 words which conforms to 

academic conventions 

5. Can construct a reasoned argument and can speculate about causes, 
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consequences and hypothetical situations while conforming to the stylistic 

conventions of academic discourse 

6. Can analyse a problem and propose solutions 

7. Can review and evaluate a familiar film or book 

8. Can explain a viewpoint on a current, topical issue giving the advantages 

and disadvantages of various options 

9. Can write and take notes and messages, including salient and relevant 

points, related to issues that might be met in social or academic life, or when 

employed 

10. Can write questions when constructing a questionnaire as part of a piece of 

research 

11. Can use prewriting strategies to generate and develop ideas and to plan 

before starting to write 

12. Can divide and classify information 

13. Can summarise and paraphrase when writing a report of at least 500 words 

following academic conventions to avoid plagiarism 

14. Can describe and summarize visual data such as graphs, charts, tables, 

processes and make comparison of at least 150 words  

3.2 Reading 

*It is not a requirement to cover these L.Os in the given order.  

Level  Learning Outcomes  

 

O
n

e 

1. Can comprehend short simple reading texts in the region of 300 words 

2. Can comprehend short simple correspondence such as a simple email, SMS 

social media message or postcard 

3. Can recognise familiar names, words, and basic phrases on simple notices 

and posters in everyday situations 

4. Can get the gist of simple informational material.  

5. Can understand short, simple descriptions 

6. Can identify the topics of short simple paragraphs which together constitute 

short simple reading texts of around 300 words 

7. Can scan short, simple passages and texts to extract specific information 

especially if there is visual support 
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8. Can demonstrate possession of a narrow range of actively understood 

vocabulary 

9. Can use context clues to guess the meaning of occasionally occurring 

unfamiliar words in short, simple texts in the region of 300 words 

10. Can use with guidance a paper, online or digital English to English dictionary 

to find meaning and pronunciation of unknown vocabulary  

11. Can use pre-reading strategies to preview, activate prior knowledge, predict 

content of a text and establish a purpose for reading 

Level  Learning Outcomes  

 

T
w

o
  

1. Can comprehend short, simple texts in the region of 400 words dealing with 

mainly familiar and concrete topics which are composed of high frequency 

everyday vocabulary or commonly encountered, academic job-related or 

news-related language 

2. Can comprehend short, simple texts which include commonly encountered 

internationally- recognized vocabulary   

3. Can comprehend basic routine work-related, or study-related letters, faxes, 

emails and text messages which may be met locally and internationally  

4. Can comprehend short, simple personal letters, emails and social media texts 

5. Can understand everyday signs and notices in public places such as in streets, 

restaurants, educational institutions and workplaces 

6. Can identify the topics of short simple paragraphs which together constitute 

short, simple reading texts of around 400 words 

7. Can understand simple directions and instructions such as on appliances, 

food packaging and medicines 

8. Can scan to find specific, predictable information in simple reading texts 

which might include letters, brochures, newspaper articles, advertisements, 

prospectuses, menus and timetables or study-related material 

9. Can demonstrate possession of a range of actively understood vocabulary 

beyond the most basic met on the earlier level of the course 

10. Can use context clues to guess the meaning of occasionally occurring 

unfamiliar words in short, simple texts in the region of 400 words dealing 

with mainly familiar and concrete topics 

11. Can independently use a paper, online or digital English to English dictionary 

to find meaning and pronunciation of unknown vocabulary 

12. Can use pre-reading strategies to preview, activate prior knowledge, predict 

content of a text and establish a purpose for reading 

Level  Learning Outcomes  
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T
h

re
e 

1. Can read clearly written, factual texts of around 500 words on general 

academic, work-related or news-related topics with a satisfactory level of 

comprehension 

2. Can comprehend descriptions of events and occasions in personal letters, 

emails and social-media messages sufficiently enough to be able to gauge the 

feelings and wishes of the writer 

3. Can understand clearly written instructions for commonly encountered pieces 

of equipment in the home, in an educational institution or in the workplace 

4. Can comprehend the significant and important points which are made in 

clearly written newspaper or magazine articles and online articles and reading 

passages on topics with which a student aiming to study at a college level 

ought to be familiar    

5. Can identify the main ideas and conclusions in clearly- signaled 

argumentative texts   

6. Can identify the general line of argument or reasoning in an argumentative 

text 

7. Can scan longer texts or parts of texts to locate and gather required 

information in order to complete a task 

8. Can find and understand relevant information in everyday material such as 

letters, brochures and short official documents including online documents 

which might feasibly be met during the course of study 

9. Can demonstrate possession of a range of actively understood vocabulary 

beyond the beginner and elementary level words met on the earlier levels of 

the course 

10. Can use context clues to guess the meaning of unfamiliar words in articles 

and reading passages of around 500 words on topics with which a student 

aiming to study at a college level ought to be familiar    

11. Can skillfully use a paper, online or digital English to English dictionary to 

find meaning and pronunciation of unknown vocabulary 

12. Can use pre-reading strategies to preview, activate prior knowledge, predict 

content of a text and establish a purpose for reading 

Level  Learning Outcomes  

 

F
o
u

r 
 

1. Can understand reading purpose and adapt style of reading (e.g. skimming, 

scanning or close reading), and also speed of reading to fit the purpose when 

approaching texts in the region of 600 words 

2. Can select and locate appropriate reference sources in order to read and 

extract information as required to complete a specific task or project 

3. Can demonstrate possession of a broad range of actively understood 
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vocabulary, even though some difficulty may still exist with low frequency 

idioms 

4. Can read and grasp the essential meaning of letters, emails and online and 

social- media- related texts and messages related to a general academic field 

of study, or to a work-related or news-related field  

5. Can obtain information, ideas and opinions from subject-specific sources 

consisting of several pages of paper or web-based text 

6. Can effectively use a paper, online or digital English to English dictionary to 

find meaning and pronunciation of unknown vocabulary in specialised 

articles and texts 

7. Can read critically to identify and understand main ideas, authorial point of 

view, stance and bias in articles, reports and texts dealing with contemporary 

and controversial issues  

8. Can read and understand more complex and lengthier instructions and 

warnings which may be met in the learners' educational and social life, and 

also those which might be feasibly encountered when the learner enters 

employment.  

9. Can use context clues to guess the meaning of unknown words in initially 

unfamiliar, specialised articles and texts in the region of 600 words 

10. Can use pre-reading strategies to preview, activate prior knowledge, predict 

content of a text and establish a purpose for reading 

3.3 Listening 

*It is not a requirement to cover these L.Os in the given order.  

Level  Learning Outcomes  

 

O
n

e 

1. Can understand simple, standard speech which is carefully articulated, with 

sufficient pauses between phrases and or sentences to allow the idea to be 

processed  

2. Can understand words, phrases and simple sentences concerning family, 

hometown or village and life as a student 

3. Can understand simple questions, instructions and directions 

4. Can understand numbers, prices and times, including opening and closing 

times 

5. Can understand the language of basic greetings and leave- taking  

6. Can understand basic polite requests 

7. Can understand descriptions of simple routines and habits related to social 

life and to life as an employee or a student 

8. Can understand simple descriptions of people, places and things   

9. Can understand speech providing basic, concrete personal information  
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10. Can demonstrate understanding of a short talk or conversation of two to three 

minutes related to everyday social activities, or to everyday employment or 

study- related activities  

Level  Learning Outcomes  

 

T
w

o
 

1. Can understand clear standard speech spoken at a slightly faster pace than the 

earlier level on subjects related to personal and social life and to life as an 

employee or student 

2. Can understand clearly spoken messages and announcements which might be 

encountered as a shopper, traveller, employee or student 

3. Can identify the topic and get the gist of a TV or radio news report dealing 

with locally, nationally or internationally familiar subjects  

4. Can understand clearly spoken transactions requiring a response when faced 

with survival activities such as shopping, banking and travelling  

5. Can understand simple questions, instructions and directions when spoken at 

a slightly faster pace than the earlier level 

6. Can understand clearly stated invitations, offers, advice and suggestions   

7. Can understand simply and clearly expressed discussions concerning future 

arrangements   

8. Can understand simply and clearly expressed discussions concerning 

necessity and obligation 

9. Can understand speech providing basic, concrete personal information and 

information related to personality and feelings 

10. Can demonstrate understanding of a short talk or conversation of three to four 

minutes related to past activities and experiences or to future activities related 

to social life, or to work or academic life 

11. Can identify the speaker’s viewpoint, attitude and tone 

12. Can extract specific information from a short talk or conversation of three to 

four minutes 

Level  Learning Outcomes  

 

T
h

re
e 

1. Can understand clear, standard speech on familiar matters, or related to 

current affairs, which may be encountered in daily life, or while working or 

Studying 

2. Can understand uncomplicated factual information about common everyday 

job-related, or study- related topics 

3. Can identify and distinguish between main ideas and details  

4. Can follow a straightforward and clearly organized lecture or a talk on a topic 

with which a student aiming to study at a college level ought to be familiar  

 

5. Can understand simple technical information, such as operating instructions 
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for everyday equipment which may be encountered in a work or study 

environment  

6. Can understand the information content of a clearly delivered recorded or 

broadcast audio material, including material encountered online, on a topic 

with which  a student aiming to study at a college level ought to be familiar 

7. Can understand speech expressing feelings, emotions and attitudes 

8. Can understand speech expressing agreement and disagreement and 

contrasting opinions  

9. Can guess the meaning of occasional unknown words from the context and 

understand sentence meaning if the topic discussed is familiar 

10. Can follow the main points of extended discussion which may be 

encountered, provided speech is clear and in standard language 

11. Can take notes while listening to a lecture on a topic which a student aiming 

to study at a college level ought to be familiar 

12. Can understand high-frequency idioms and can grasp the meaning of some 

colloquial language   when it is encountered in a clear context 

13. Can demonstrate understanding of a talk or conversation of four to five 

minutes which might include discussion concerning events, dreams, hopes, 

possibilities and ambitions expressed in a social, work-related or study-

related context  

14. Can identify the speaker’s viewpoint, attitude and tone 

 

Level  Learning Outcomes  

 

F
o
u

r 
 

1. Can understand standard speech spoken at a normal rate and follow relatively 

complex lines of argument in social academic and work-related contexts, 

provided the topic is reasonably familiar 

2. Can understand the essentials of lectures and most TV and radio news and 

current affairs programmes where standard English is used, and can with 

effort understand scenes from the majority of films in standard English 

3. Can tolerate a degree of distracting noise, and remain focused on extracting 

meaning, when the listening purpose is clear 

4. Can understand the main ideas of complex speech delivered in standard 

language including technical discussions concerning both concrete and 

abstract topics which a student aiming to study at a college level ought to be 

familiar 

5. Can understand announcements and messages spoken in standard language at 

normal speed related to social life, which might include shopping, travelling 

or leisure, or be related to work or academic life  

6. Can follow extended speech and complex lines of argument when the topic is 

reasonably familiar, and the direction of the talk is clearly stated by the 

speaker 

7. Can take clear notes while listening to a lecture on a topic which a student 
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aiming to study at a college level ought to be familiar and which might be 

more difficult than that encountered at the earlier level  

8. Can listen critically to identify a speaker’s viewpoint, attitude, mood, tone 

and bias 

9. Can maintain comprehension when listening by recognising introductory 

phrases, linking phrases, repetition and restatement, and a degree of 

digression from the stated topic  

10. Can confidently understand phrases commonly encountered in academic 

speech 
 11. Can understand both high-frequency and less common idioms and can grasp 

the meaning of a fair amount of colloquial language when it is encountered in 

a reasonably clear context 

12. Can demonstrate understanding of a talk or conversation of five to six 

minutes made up of a wide variety of grammatical forms, vocabulary, and 

language functions and notions expressed in a social, work-related or study-

related context 

13. Can understand and respond to precise information and instructions which 

may be encountered in a social, work-related or study-related context 

3.4 Speaking 

*It is not a requirement to cover these L.Os in the given order.  

Level  Learning Outcomes  

 

O
n

e
 

1. Can use simple phrases and sentences to describe jobs, stages of academic 

study, places and people 

2. Can ask and answer simple questions related to jobs, stages of academic 

study, places and people, and to simple activities. 

3. Can establish basic contact in social, employment or academic life by using 

the simplest everyday polite forms of greetings, farewells, introductions and 

thanks  

4. Can link words or groups of words with very basic connectors such as ‘and’, 

‘but’, ‘so’, and ‘then’ 

5. Can maintain communication by expressing lack of understanding, or by 

asking for repetition, and by recognising errors and by having the confidence 

to repair errors 

6. Can give very simple directions supported by gesture such as ‘it’s upstairs’; 

‘she’s downstairs’; ‘it’s over there’ 

7. Can use simple sentences to describe everyday activities and some past 

activities of a social, work-related or study-related nature 

8. Can express wants, and make basic polite requests  

9. Can correctly say times, days, dates, give numbers and prices, and provide 

weights, measures and distances  
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10. Can use intonation sufficiently well to indicate to the listener whether a 

statement is being made, or a question is being asked 

11. Can demonstrate a willingness to correctly distinguish between and produce 

phonemes problematic for Arabic speakers such as /b/ or /p/ and /g/ or /j/ 

Level  Learning Outcomes  

 

T
w

o
  

1. Can use a series of phrases and sentences to describe in simple language 

family and other people, living conditions, places and objects, educational 

background and qualifications and jobs 

2. Can use a series of phrases and sentences to provide personal details, 

describe daily routines, express wants and needs, and make requests for 

information 

3. Can produce with a fair degree of accuracy memorised phrases covering 

predictable survival situations 

4. Can demonstrate the willingness to communicate with some success in non-

routine situations even though this may often result in inaccuracy, false starts 

and repetition 

5. Can tell a story or describe something related to social life or to work or 

academic life, with reference to a list of points  

6. Can link ideas using simple connectors such as ‘and’, ‘but’ ‘because’ and ‘or’  

7. Can make or give and respond to invitations, suggestions and apologies, 

directions and instructions 

8. Can effectively use learnt expressions to politely ask for attention in a social, 

work-related or educational situation 

9. Can provide simple advice on a familiar topic 

10. Can use simple sentences to describe everyday activities, past activities, 

planned future activities and obligation and necessity in social, work-related 

or study-related contexts 

11. Can use pronunciation, intonation and stress sufficiently well to avoid 

placing excessive strain on conversational partners.  

12. Can demonstrate an emergent mastery of phonemes problematic for Arabic 

speakers even though errors may still be often made when the focus shifts to 

delivering content 

13. Can respond to a classmate’s or teacher’s interview questions which might be  

part of a learning task, and which might include role-playing, and can 

satisfactorily ask and answer questions when interacting as part of an oral test    

14. Can start, maintain and close simple face-to-face conversations  

15. Can use simple, standard phrases to express understanding when in 

conversation  

16. Can use simple, standard phrases to express lack of understanding when in 

conversation 

17. Can use gesture and substitute approximate vocabulary in order to attempt to 

communicate successfully 
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Level  Learning Outcomes  
 

T
h

re
e 

1. Can use a series of simple sentences and a limited range of more complex 

structures to keep going comprehensibly, even though pauses in speech may 

have to be made to access required language  

2. Can produce speech required to cope with both routine and less routine 

problems in everyday life, and when in employment or when studying 

3. Can produce sufficient language to enter confidently without preparation into 

discussions related to topics with which a student aiming to study at a college 

level ought to be familiar 

4. Can describe experiences and events, dreams, hopes and ambitions 

5. Can give reasons and explanations for opinions and plans  

6. Can tell a real story or explain the plot of a book or film and describe 

reactions arising within the story, book or film 

7. Can demonstrate knowledge of and good control of elementary vocabulary 

even though inappropriate words may be chosen when expressing more 

complex thoughts  

8. Can demonstrate willingness to attempt to paraphrase in order to express 

ideas 

9. Can flexibly exploit a wide range of simple language to express wants and 

needs  

10. Can use pronunciation, intonation and stress sufficiently well to speak 

intelligibly without generally placing strain on conversational partners  

11. Can initiate, maintain and close simple face-to-face and telephone 

conversations on topics of personal interest, or on topics with which a student 

aiming to study at a college level ought to be familiar 

12. Can effectively take turns in a discussion related to social life or in a work- 

related or educationally- related situation  

13. Can politely interrupt and change the direction of a discussion when 

necessary 

14. Can effectively use standard phrases to check the understanding of a 

conversational partner and can resume a conversation which has stalled 

15. Can demonstrate an increased mastery of phonemes problematic for Arabic 

speakers with a reduced number of errors 

16. Can give detailed instructions for the completion of a task  

17. Can request and follow detailed directions 

18. Can provide the required information when being interviewed, either by a 

classmate as part of a classroom learning task which may include role-

playing, or a by an examiner when being orally tested  

19. Can request repetition or examples where uncertainty concerning meaning is 

present during an interview or other type of exchange. 

20. Can work with classmates and instructor to determine expressions 
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appropriate for a transaction and ask for feedback  

21. Can correct incorrect tense forms or inappropriate vocabulary when this is 

pointed out by a sympathetic conversational partner or instructor, if necessary 

starting to explain or describe etc. again   

Level  Learning Outcomes  

 

F
o
u

r 
 

1. Can use a mix of simple sentences and an increased range of more complex 

structures to keep going comprehensibly with only occasional pauses in 

speech in order to access required language  

2. Can with increasing confidence and success produce speech required to 

cope with both routine and less routine and unforeseen problems in 

everyday life, and when in employment or when studying 

3. Can explain a viewpoint on a topical issue and on issues of general 

academic interest giving the advantages and disadvantages of various 

options 

4. Can successfully correct errors and mistakes if they have led to 

misunderstandings 

5. Can demonstrate an awareness of “favourite mistakes” and can consciously 

monitor speech for them with a view to eventually avoiding them  

6. Can use a sufficiently wide enough lexical and grammatical resource to 

discuss at some length topics with which a student aiming to study at a 

college level ought to be familiar  

7. Can interact with a sufficient degree of fluency and spontaneity so as to 

make regular interaction with expert users quite possible without imposing 

undue strain on either party  

8. Can present clear, detailed descriptions on a range of subjects with which a 

student aiming to study at a college level ought to be familiar. 

9. Can produce a sufficient range of language to cope with unpredictable 

situations  

10. Can describe and explain the overview and the main stages of a process 

with reasonable precision 

11. Can give a clear, prepared presentation using appropriate eye contact and 

body language when describing an investigation or piece of research 

12. Can describe and summarise statistical data from graphical material such as 

graphs charts and tables and make comparisons 

13. Can generally paraphrase successfully when engaged in discussion, where 

misunderstanding exists 

14. Can use pronunciation, intonation and stress sufficiently well to speak 

intelligibly so as to be easily understood by conversational partners or 

audience 

15. Can demonstrate a mastery of phonemes problematic for Arabic speakers, 

making errors only rarely 

16. Can interview a fellow student or a member of staff when conducting a 
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piece of research, departing from scripted questions when necessary to 

obtain additional information 

17. Can produce thoughtful, coherent and well-developed answers when 

interviewed, either when being orally examined or when taking part in a 

mock interview for employment 

18. Can comment appropriately when talking to help the conversation develop 

19. Can confirm understanding by using questions when possible confusion or 

misunderstanding exists 

20. Can use idea and speech generating techniques such as brainstorming or 

planning devices such as a mind map before speaking  

 

4. Grammatical Enabling Descriptors - Levels 1-4  

The enablers are given only to indicate the grammar, writing conventions and discourse markers 

which are required to achieve the CoTs’ learning outcomes and they ought not to be viewed as a 

separate syllabus, nor as exhaustive. They will rather be introduced in the context of achieving 

the relevant outcome and their order of introduction may not be sequential, but will depend 

solely on the specific contextual requirement of each learning outcome.  The Grammatical 

Enabling Descriptors match the grammar and discourse markers of the British Council-

EAQUALS Core Inventory for General English, levels A1-B2 (pp. 10-11). 

Level  Grammatical Enabling Descriptors 

*At the end of Level 1 learners will be able to use the following verb forms and grammatical 

items , discourse markers and writing conventions: 

 

O
n

e
 

Grammatical Items and Verb Forms 

Adjectives: common and demonstrative 

Adverbs of frequency 

Comparatives and superlatives 

Going to 

How much/how many 

I’d like 

Imperatives (+/-) 

Modals: can/can’t/could/couldn’t 

Past simple of “to be” 

Past Simple 

Possessive adjectives 

Possessive ‘s’ 

Prepositions of place and time 

Present continuous 

Present simple 

Questions 
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There is/are 

To be, including question +negatives 

Verb + ing: like/hate/love 

Articles and determiners 

Discourse Markers 

Connecting words: (and, but, because, or, so) 

Writing Conventions 

Simple punctuation (capital letters, full stops, question marks) 

 

Level  Grammatical Enabling Descriptors 

At the end of Level 2 learners will be able to use the following verb forms and 

grammatical items , discourse markers and writing conventions in addition to 

forms learned at the earlier level: 

 

T
w

o
  

Grammatical Items and Verb Forms 

Imperatives (+/-) 

Present simple 

Present continuous 

Past simple 

Past continuous 

Used to 

Going to (future) 

Present continuous for future arrangements 

Future simple 

Present perfect 

Gerund vs infinitive 

Zero and first conditional 

Common phrasal verbs 

Modals: Ability (can, could) 

Modals: Possibility (may, might, possibly, probably, perhaps) 

Modals: Obligation & Necessity (must/mustn’t, have to, should) 

Nouns: Countable and uncountable (much and many) 

Possessives ( ‘s and s’) 

Prepositions of time: on/at/in 

Articles 

Basic determiners (any, some, a lot of) 

Wider range of determiners (all, none, not (any),enough, (a) few) 

Demonstrative adjectives 

Adjectives ending in ‘-ed’ and ‘-ing’ 

Comparative and superlative adjectives 

Adverbs of frequency 
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Simple adverbs of place, manner and time 

Adverbial phrases of time, place and frequency including word order 

Very basic intensifiers (very, really) 

Basic intensifiers (quite, so, a bit) 

Discourse Markers 

Linkers: sequential – past time (first, then, after that, finally) 

Writing Conventions 

Simple punctuation (capital letters, full stops, commas, question marks) 

 

Level  Grammatical Enabling Descriptors 

At the end of Level 3 learners will be able to use the following verb forms and 

grammatical items, discourse markers and writing conventions in addition to 

forms learned at earlier levels: 

 

T
h

re
e 

Grammatical Items and Verb Forms 

Wh- and Yes/No Questions in present /past 

Question tags 

Past continuous 

Used to 

Would expressing habit in the past 

Past perfect 

Future time (will & going to) 

Future continuous 

Present perfect 

Present perfect vs past simple 

Present perfect continuous 

Zero and first conditional 

Second and third conditional 

Simple present passive 

Reported speech (range of tenses) 

Modals: Possibility (might, may, will, probably) 

Modals: Deduction (must, can’t) 

Modals: Obligation & Necessity (must, have to, ought to, should, need to) 

Modals: Past (might have, could have) 

Articles with countable and uncountable nouns 

Determiners (e.g. all the, most, both) 

Adverbial phrases of time, place and frequency including word order 

Adverbial phrases of degree/extent, probability 

Comparative and superlative form of adjectives and adverbs 

Discourse Markers 

Linkers: sequential – past time (later) 
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Connecting words expressing cause and effect, contrast etc. 

Markers to structure informal spoken discourse 

Writing Conventions 

Extended punctuation (capital letters, full stops, commas, question marks, 

exclamation marks, colon, dash , quotation marks)  

 

Level  Grammatical Enabling Descriptors 

At the end of Level 4 learners will be able to use the following verb forms and 

grammatical items , discourse markers and writing conventions in addition to 

forms learned at earlier levels : 

 

F
o
u

r 
 

Grammatical Items and Verb Forms 

Simple past (narrative) 

Past continuous (narrative) 

Used to (narrative) 

Would expressing habit in the past 

Past perfect continuous 

Future continuous (Prediction) 

Future perfect 

Future perfect continuous 

Present Perfect 

Present perfect continuous 

Mixed conditionals 

Wish 

Extended phrasal verbs 

All passive forms 

Reported speech (range of tenses) 

Relative clauses 

Modals of deduction, speculation, possibility, necessity, obligation 

Discourse Markers 

Linkers: sequential – past time 

Connecting words expressing cause and effect, contrast etc. 

Linkers: although, in spite of, despite 

Discourse markers to structure formal speech 

Writing Conventions 

Full range of punctuation 

 

5. General Study Skills 

The CoTs General Study Skills (GSS) learning outcomes have been adopted from Oman Academic 

Standards (OAS). The GSS are covered throughout the GFP from levels 1-4 (for details, refer to the 

mapping documents of Program Materials to CoTs Learning Outcomes Levels 1-4). Some of the 
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GSS are taught in a specific course (Projects & Presentations P&P in level 4) and some are 

embedded in the other English levels and assessed through different forms of assessment given in 

the Continuous Assessment Guidelines document (for details, refer to the Common CA Guidelines 

and the GSS Indicative Assessment Schedule).  

 

The following GSS of Oman Academic Standards (OAS) are currently used in the GFP by all CoTs: 

 OAS-GSS for General Foundation Programme – Learning Outcome Standards (6.2, pp. 25-26) 

 

6.2.1 Managing time and accepting responsibility 

a) Work in pairs or groups and participate accordingly i.e. take turns, initiate a discussion, interrupt 

appropriately, express an opinion. 

b) Follow university policies on attendance and punctuality. 

c) Bring required materials (pens, pencils, folder, etc) to class. 

d) Work to imposed deadlines. 

e) Show respect for teachers and others and their rights to have a difference of opinion. 

f) Use a variety of study techniques. 

g) Create term planners and study schedules noting key dates/events. 

h) Complete homework on time. 

i) Continually revise one's work.  

j) Independently access and use computer labs and the internet for language learning.  

k) Identify preferred study strategies based on learning styles. 

l) Organise a feasible study schedule that accommodates other responsibilities. 

m) Describe learning experiences, challenges, insights in daily journal. 

n) Organise and maintain a system of recording vocabulary (keep a vocabulary log). 

o) Organise and maintain a portfolio of one's work. 

6.2.2  Research Skills 

a) List the key ideas to guide search for information.  

b) Use the library system for finding, borrowing and returning library material. 

c) Use an English-English dictionary for language learning. 

d) Use a contents page and an index to locate information in a book. 

e) Extract relevant information from a book or article using a battery of reading strategies (e.g. 

skimming, scanning, etc.).  

f) Locate a book/journal in the library using the catalogue.  

g) Find topic-related information in a book/journal in the library using the catalogue.  

h) Find specific information using internet search engines and electronic resources.  

i) Cite a source in accordance with academic conventions.  

j) Classify and sort new information. 

k) Select or reject a source based on difficulty level, relevance and currency.   

l) Assess the reliability, objectivity and authenticity of a source. 
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m) Summarise and paraphrase information in one's own words.  

6.2.3  Taking Notes 

a) Recall and define main concepts. 

b) Utilize abbreviations and symbols.  

c) Use English rather than Arabic for notes in margins and glossing vocabulary. 

d) Extract and record key information (the gist) from a written or spoken source based on own 

interpretation of information. 

e) Adopt a note-taking strategy (e.g. Cornell system; mind mapping).  

f) Support key points with relevant additional details. 

g) Organise information to enable quick reference at a later date.  

h) Date one's notes. 

i) Use notes to create a summary.  

j) Reproduce key information and supporting details from notes in one's own words.  

k) Sort out information and reject irrelevant pieces. 

6.2.4  Giving Presentations 

a) Outline and define main concepts. 

b) Address questions from the audience. 

c) Plan and conduct a presentation based on information from written material, interviews, surveys, 

etc.  

d) Speak in a clearly audible and well paced voice.  

e) Follow a presentation format. 

f) Use presentation language (discourse markers, etc). 

g) Achieve the key aim of informing the audience. 

h) Make use of audio/visual aids when giving oral presentations. 

i) Tailor content and language to the level of the audience. 

j) Maintain some eye contact with audience. 

k) Speak from notes in front of an audience using index cards. 

l) Observe time restrictions in presentations.  

m) Organise and present information in a logical order at a comprehensive speed.  

n) Invite constructive feedback.  

 

6 Assessment 

 

6.1 Student Placement Procedure 
 

The English Placement Procedure is designed in two phases to cater for students’ needs. Phase One 

is delivered through a Placement Test. The test consists of 100 multiple choice questions. There are 

60 questions on Grammar and Usage and 40 questions on Reading and Vocabulary. The test is 

designed to be administered in two modes:  paper or electronic mode and it is developed in two 

versions:  A & B. The same questions are used in both versions, but the distractors are presented in a 
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different order in each version to prevent cheating. The paper-based mode has a separate answer 

sheet and students record their answers on the answer sheet by circling their answer choices. The 

electronic-based mode requires students to record their answers by clicking on the correct answer. In 

either mode, the maximum time allowed for the test is 75 minutes.  

The Placement Test was mapped to the Foundation Program English learning outcomes. The 

grammatical structures which are tested in the Placement Test are mapped to the Grammatical 

Enabling Descriptors in the learning outcomes of the English Foundation Program, which are 

referenced to the British Council-EAQUALS’ (European Association for Quality Language 

Services) Core Inventory for General English
iv

, CEFR levels A1-B2.  

The English Profile
v
- The CEFR for English, developed by a consortium of partners including 

Cambridge Assessment and the British Council has been used for mapping the vocabulary items 

tested in the Placement Test. The English Vocabulary Profile offers a valid and reliable measure of 

which words and phrases (and importantly, which particular CEFR level meaning of these) are 

required by learners at each level of the CEFR (for more details, regarding the mapping & 

development of the test and the cut-off scores refer to the English Placement Test Report).  

The Placement Test Cut-off Scores: 

CEFR Levels  Foundation Levels Placement Test Score 

A1 Level 1 0 - 30 

A2 Level 2 31- 45 

B1 Level 3 46 - 60 

B2 Level 4 61 - 75 

 

Phase Two deals with students who do not academically conform to the initial placement of phase 

one. In this phase, the four language skills are tested to ensure appropriate placement of students. 

Students who score 76 and above in the Placement Test are given the Level 4 Exit Exam. Those who 

score 71% or more in the Exam are exempted from the English Foundation Program. Students who 

score 70% or below are placed in level four. For levels 1-3, a Level Exit Exam for the relevant level 

is given as part of the Student Placement Procedure in the first week for those students identified by 

their teachers as wrongly placed in a level. Students may be moved up to the next level if they score 

≥71% in the relevant level Exit Exam.  Students who fail to achieve 71% will continue in the same 

level. This cut off score is used for all levels to ensure that student placement in phase two is robust.  

To ensure consistency in administering the test within and across the colleges, detailed guidelines on 

the administration of the paper and digital format were developed (for more information, refer to the 

Placement Test administration procedure guidelines given in appendix 1 in the GFP Examination 

Procedures). 
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6.2 The Assessment System 
 

The English Language assessment system for the Foundation Program (FP) in the Colleges of 

Technology (CoTs) features both formative and summative assessment methods. The structure and 

mechanism of this system is applied equally to all four levels in all colleges. The table below 

illustrates the structure of the system and provides examples for clarification. 

 Assessment System 

 

Examples 

Continuous 

Assessment 

(CA)-(20) 

Progress Test 

(PT)- (30) 

Total CA & 

PT (50) 

Level Exit 

Exam (LEE) 

(50) 

Total 

Accumulative 

Mark (100) 

Result 

Pass/Fail 

Student 1 15 25 40 38 

Pass 

78 

Pass 

Pass 

Student 2 12 25 37 23 

Fail 

60 

Pass 

Fail 

Student 3 10 12 22 26 

Pass 

48 

Fail 

Fail 

 

To pass a level, a student must pass both the Level Exit Exam (LEE) and achieve the accumulative 

mark as illustrated in the example of student 1. Students who fail the LEE and achieve the 

accumulative mark or who pass the LEE and fail to achieve the accumulative mark are considered 

failures as demonstrated in the example of students 2 and 3, respectively. The pass mark for each 

component is set at 50% because the assessment system is designed to give a fair and yet 

motivating balance between formative and summative assessment. 

6.3 The Continuous Assessment Scheme 
 

The Continuous Assessment (CA) scheme is also criterion based. It is closely mapped with the 

course learning outcomes for both English and Study Skills. The structure of the continuous 

assessment scheme presented in section 6.2 above is the same for all levels across the colleges and 

the distribution of the 20% allocated to CA is standardized across the colleges. In levels 1-3 a variety 

of methods are used such as teacher in-class mark, in-class writing assessments, book review, 

student portfolio and presentation. The student portfolio includes, but not limited to, vocabulary log, 

term planner, study schedule, etc. In level 4, the 20% allocated to CA includes the project report and 

project presentation for the Projects and Presentations course in addition to in-class writing 

assessment, book/film review and student portfolio. To increase objectivity of the formative 

assessment component and to control possible teacher variations in awarding CA marks across the 

groups, explicit assessment criteria of the CA methods are prescribed (for details, refer to the 

Common CA Guidelines). 
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6.4 The Progress Test and the Level Exit Exam 
 

The Progress Test is administered in the middle of the semester. It is designed to measure students’ 

level of knowledge expected until a particular point. It is allocated 30% as shown in 6.2 above. The 

test is developed in line with the level testing specifications (for more details, please refer to the 

level testing specifications) and rigidly follows the same type of question items which the students 

will encounter in the final exam. This approach is adopted to familiarize students with the exam 

format to help reduce the negative washback effects which may unfairly disadvantage students in the 

final exam. 

The level Exit Exam administered at the end of each semester is a comprehensive exam designed to 

provide a summative assessment of students’ achievements of the learning outcomes. This 

component is marked out of 100, but it is given a weight of 50% as shown in 6.2 above. The level 

exit exam is criterion based and is designed to assess the four language skills: Reading, Writing, 

Listening and Speaking.  To ensure positive washback effects of the test, all question items are based 

on the testing specifications which are mapped with the CEFR referenced level learning outcomes. 

Testing the four skills encourages students to pay equal attention to all the skills to enable them to 

communicate well at their level. All four skills are given equal weight (25 marks each) as they 

complement each other. The test is administered in two parts. The written part of the test consists of 

three sections:  Listening, Reading and Writing.  The speaking part is tested separately through an 

interview. Individual interviews are organized as per the requirements of the speaking level testing 

specifications. Standardized speaking testing materials and common interviewing procedures are 

developed for each level and used across the Colleges (for details, refer to the Speaking Testing Files 

& Examiner’s Files). Test specifications for each skill at each level are specifically developed in 

relation to the CEFR referenced level learning outcomes to ensure validity and reliability of test 

development within and across the colleges (for more details, please refer to the level testing 

specifications).  The specifications are set as a mechanism for implementing an internal quality 

control system. The practice testing materials for Listening, Reading and Writing are also developed 

to further exemplify how a variety of question items are developed to empower the colleges to 

independently develop their own LEE for Levels 1, 2, and 3.  

Level 4 Exit Exam is a common exam where a different procedure is followed in its development. 

As is the case in earlier levels, the question items are based on the level testing specifications for 

each skill, but they are developed by the L4 Exit Exam Writing Committee which is tasked to 

produce a standardized test for all the colleges. The Committee potentially and ideally includes 

members from all Colleges. Membership in the committee is founded on merit; hence it is described 

as dynamic and revolving (for details, refer to the ToR of L4 Exit Exam Writing Committee.).  

The types of question items adopted in the level exit exams are to some extent similar to the IELTS. 

The similarity is gradual and it becomes closer in level four. This approach is adopted to make 

students familiar with some of the IELTS question types to help them prepare for the test in a short 
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period of time, if they qualify to sit for the test, and to increase their chances of achieving an IELTS 

band which matches their ability. 

6.5 Exam Moderation 
 

Exam moderation safeguards the development process of examination. It is intended to further 

enhance the validity of exams by developing relevant and error free exams which in turn results in 

positive washback effects. The exams are moderated internally and externally. Internally, exam 

writers develop exams and progress tests in accordance with the level testing specifications for each 

skill and level. The first draft is then submitted to the Internal Exam Reviewer(s) to provide 

feedback on the relevancy of the exam in terms of content (attainment of level learning outcomes), 

grammar, vocabulary, spelling, format (e.g. titles, heading, page numbers, etc.) and cultural 

appropriateness. The Internal Exam Reviewer(s) will provide a written feedback using the standard 

Exam Review Form (refer to GFP Exam Writing and Moderation Procedures). At times, the written 

feedback may not be sufficient and may have to be supported with oral feedback as needed. The 

second draft is then produced based on the feedback given on the first draft and submitted once 

again to the Internal Exam Reviewer(s) who then return(s) the reviewed exam to the exam writer/s, 

following which it is submitted for final approval (refer to the Exam Preparation and Moderation 

Flow Chart given on page 8 of the GFP Exam Writing and Moderation Procedures). 

In addition to internal moderation, an external moderation procedure is also practiced in all colleges 

to further enhance exam validity. For levels 1-3 a cross college external moderation procedure is 

used to ensure that all the colleges are appropriately writing exams in line with level testing 

specifications for each skill. The procedure is regularized through the use of a cross college external 

moderation schedule and feedback is systematically obtained by using an External Review Report 

Form (refer to the GFP Exam Writing and Moderation Procedures). For the level 4 exit exam, a 

different external moderator is used due to having a common exam which cannot be moderated by 

any of the sister colleges. The chosen external moderator is provided with all required 

documentation to help perform the task appropriately. The feedback is systematically obtained from 

external reviewer(s) by using the External Review Report Form (refer to the GFP Exam Writing and 

Moderation Procedures pages 11-18). 

6.6 Marking Procedures 
 

The Colleges observe firm quality control marking procedures of level exit exams. Students’ scripts 

are marked centrally in the examination halls at each college to fairly and swiftly attend to any 

unforeseen issues related to the exams. Moderation of marking is observed in all levels by using a 

Marking Scheme or Answer Key when marking. The Marking Scheme ensures consistency and 

reliability of marking within a level and across the Colleges. Writing and Speaking assessment 

criteria are additionally developed for each level to make the assessment more objective and hence 

fair to all students (for details, please refer to the Level Assessment Criteria). Moderation of 

marking is further supported by observing double marking strategy of students’ scripts. A third 
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marking is occasionally carried out particularly in Writing when there is a significant difference 

between the first and second marker (for more details, refer to GFP Examination Procedure pages 

11-13). Similarly, detailed assessment criteria are used for assessing speaking at each level. To 

ensure reliability of assessment of speaking, two lecturers are present during the interview and 

detailed guidelines on how to conduct a valid and reliable interview are given to the assessors prior 

to the interview (for more details refer to the speaking level testing specifications files & 

Examiner’s files). Moreover, in-house workshops are regularly organized at College level to train 

teachers on how to objectively assess the Writing and Speaking skills. 

6.7 Administration and Security of Exams 
 

The quality of the assessment processes goes beyond the production and marking of exams. To 

ensure academic security and integrity of examination, the Centers observe a robust assessment 

procedure for the administration and security of the exams. This includes having a detailed 

procedure on examination scheduling, invigilation, and malpractice/cheating cases (for more 

details, refer to the GFP Examination Procedure).  

6.8  Benchmarking 
 

The English FP is benchmarked at different stages. The level learning outcomes are benchmarked 

with Oman Academic Standards (OAS) and the Common European Framework (CEFR A1-B2) as 

illustrated in sections 8 and 9. The outcome of the program is benchmarked against academic 

IELTS band 5 and above (not less than 4.5 in each skill) or TOEFL iBT equivalence 64 and above 

for those who initially qualify for the Bachelor program. Benchmarking of program outcomes is 

scheduled once or twice per academic year, depending on availability of resources. The 

benchmarking is conducted at each college by taking a 25% random sample of students who 

achieved a score of ≥ 71 in L4 accumulative and henceforth initially qualify for the bachelor 

program. The cut off score of ≥71 was determined through a study carried out to examine the 

possibility of phasing out the PFET exam (Post Foundation Entry Test) and to determine cut off 

scores for the Bachelor, Advanced Diploma and Diploma programs (for more details, refer to the 

study report). The selected students are then registered by their respective colleges to take the 

academic IELTS. To ensure fairness and validity of comparison, the students across the colleges 

have to sit for the same test at the same time. The results of level 4 and the IELTS are aligned for 

each student for comparison purposes. It is expected that students who score ≥ 71 in L4 will be able 

to attain band 5 and above in the academic IELTS and not less than 4.5 in each skill.  If both 

conditions are met, a 100% benchmarking is achieved and we can then confidently claim that the 

outcome of the English FP for the degree level meets international standards and Oman Academic 

Standards (for the results of benchmarking, please refer to the CoTs benchmarking reports). 
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7 Course Materials 

To ensure appropriate delivery of the program, the Centers use common textbooks in all levels. All 

textbooks are mapped with the level learning outcomes and gaps are identified. The course delivery 

plans clearly illustrate the mapping of the learning outcomes with the relevant units and identify 

any gaps in the syllabus (for more information, refer to the course delivery plans and the mapping 

documents). The gaps are covered by common supplementary materials.  

Table 1: List of Books Level-Wise 

Level Reading & Writing Textbooks Listening & Speaking 

Textbooks 

Projects & 

Presentations 

One National Geographic Learning 

Pathways Foundations: Reading, 

Writing, and Critical Thinking. 

Laurie Blass, Mari Vargo and 

Keith S. Folse / Series 

Consultant 

National Geographic Learning 

Pathways Foundations: 

Listening & Speaking, and 

Critical Thinking. Cyndy 

Fettig, Kathy Najafi and Keith 

S. Folse / Series Consultant 

 

NA 

Two National Geographic Learning 

Pathways 1: Reading, Writing, 

and Critical Thinking. Mari 

Vargo, Laurie Blass and Keith S. 

Folse / Series Consultant 

National Geographic Learning 

Pathways 1: Listening & 

Speaking, and Critical 

Thinking. Becky Tarver Chase 

and Keith S. Folse / Series 

Consultant 

Three National Geographic Learning 

Pathways 2: Reading, Writing, 

and Critical Thinking. Laurie 

Blass and Mari Vargo 

National Geographic Learning 

Pathways 2: Listening & 

Speaking, and Critical 

Thinking. Becky Tarver Chase 

and Kristin L. Johannsen 

Four National Geographic Learning 

Pathways 3: Reading, Writing, 

and Critical Thinking. Mari 

Vargo, Laurie Blass and Keith S. 

Folse , Series Consultant 

National Geographic Learning 

Pathways 3: Listening & 

Speaking, and Critical 

Thinking. Becky Tarver Chase 

and Kristin L. Johannsen 

 In-house 

Materials 

‘Projects & 

Presentations’ 

 

 

In addition to the textbooks, the Colleges use the following e-learning software which are designed to 

reinforce learning, encourage student centered learning and students’ independent learning strategies.  
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Table 2: List of Software Level-Wise 

Level Software  Platform 

Level 1 PATHWAYS FOUNDATIONS: Listening, 

Speaking, and Critical Thinking 

Interactive software on 

classroom and teachers PCs 

PATHWAYS FOUNDATIONS: Reading, 

Writing, and Critical Thinking. 

Interactive software on 

classroom and teachers PCs 

MyELT (National Geographic Learning's web-

based learning management system) 

Interactive Online platform 

Level 2 PATHWAYS 1: Listening, Speaking, and 

Critical Thinking 

Interactive software on 

classroom and teachers PCs 

PATHWAYS 1: Reading, Writing, and Critical 

Thinking. 

Interactive software on 

classroom and teachers PCs 

MyELT (National Geographic Learning's web-

based learning management system) 

Interactive Online platform 

Level 3 PATHWAYS 2: Listening, Speaking, and 

Critical Thinking 

Interactive software on 

classroom and teachers PCs 

PATHWAYS 2: Reading, Writing, and Critical 

Thinking. 

Interactive software on 

classroom and teachers PCs 

MyELT (National Geographic Learning's web-

based learning management system) 

Interactive Online platform 

Level 4 PATHWAYS 3: Listening, Speaking, and 

Critical Thinking 

Interactive software on 

classroom and teachers PCs 

PATHWAYS 3: Reading, Writing, and Critical 

Thinking. 

Interactive software on 

classroom and teachers PCs 

MyELT (National Geographic Learning's web-

based learning management system) 

Interactive Online platform 
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8 Benchmarking Levels Learning Outcomes with CEFR 

 

8.1 Reading 
 

Skill  Reading  CoTs L.Os 

CEFR 1. OVERALL READING 

COMPREHENSION 

Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can read with a large degree of 

independence, adapting style and speed of 

reading to different texts and purposes, and 

using appropriate reference sources 

selectively. Has a broad active reading 

vocabulary, but may experience some 

difficulty with low frequency idioms. 

L4 1. Can understand reading purpose and 

adapt style of reading (e.g. skimming, 

scanning or close reading) and also speed of 

reading to fit the purpose when approaching 

texts in the region of 600 words. 

 

2. Can select and locate appropriate 

reference sources in order to read and 

extract information as required to complete a 

specific task or project. 

 

3. Can demonstrate possession of a broad 

range of actively understood vocabulary, 

even though some difficulty may still exist 

with low frequency idioms. 

B1 Can read straightforward factual texts on 

subjects related to his/her field and interest 

with a satisfactory level of comprehension. 

L3 1. Can read clearly written, factual texts of 

around 500 words on general academic work 

related or news related topics with a 

satisfactory level of comprehension. 

A2 Can understand short, simple texts on 

familiar matters of a concrete type which 

consist of high frequency everyday or job-

related language. 

 

 

 

 

Can understand short, simple texts 

containing the highest frequency 

vocabulary, including a proportion of 

shared international vocabulary items. 

L2 1. Can comprehend short, simple texts in the 

region of 400 words dealing with mainly 

familiar and concrete topics which are 

composed of high frequency everyday 

vocabulary or commonly encountered 

academic, job-related  or news related 

language. 

 

2. Can comprehend short simple texts which 

include commonly encountered 

internationally -  recognised  vocabulary.   

A1 Can understand very short, simple texts a 

single phrase at a time, picking up familiar 

L1 1. Can comprehend short, simple reading 

texts in the region of 300 words. 
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names, words and basic phrases and 

rereading as required. 

CEFR 2. READING 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can read correspondence relating to 

his/her field of interest and readily grasp 

the essential meaning. 

L4 4. Can read and grasp the essential meaning 

of letters, emails and online and social- 

media- related texts and messages related to 

a general academic field of study or to a 

work related or news related field. 

 

B1 Can understand the description of events, 

feelings and wishes in personal letters well 

enough to correspond regularly with a pen 

friend. 

L3 2. Can comprehend descriptions of events 

and occasions in personal letters, emails and 

social media messages sufficiently enough 

to be able to gauge the feelings and wishes 

of the writer. 

A2 Can understand basic types of standard 

routine letters and faxes (enquiries, orders, 

letters of confirmation etc.) on familiar 

topics. 

-Can understand short simple personal 

letters. 

L2 3. Can comprehend basic routine work-

related letters, faxes, emails and text 

messages which may be met locally and 

internationally. 

A1 Can understand short, simple messages on 

postcards. 

 

L1 2.Can comprehend short simple 

correspondence such as a simple email, 

SMS, social media message or postcard. 

CEFR 3. READING FOR ORIENTATION Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can scan quickly through long and complex 

texts, locating relevant details. 

Can quickly identify the content and 

relevance of news items, articles and 

reports on a wide range of professional 

topics, deciding whether closer study is 

worthwhile. 

L4 2. Can select and locate appropriate 

reference sources in order to read and 

extract information as required to complete a 

specific task or project. 

5. Can obtain information, ideas and 

opinions from subject-specific sources 

consisting of several pages of paper or web 

based texts. 

7. Can read critically to identify and 

understand main ideas, authorial point of 

view stance and bias in articles, reports and 

texts dealing with contemporary and 

controversial issues. 

B1 Can scan longer texts in order to locate 

desired information, and gather 

L3 7. Can scan longer texts or parts of texts to 

locate and gather required information in 
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information from different parts of a text, or 

from different texts in order to fulfil a 

specific task. 

 

Can find and understand relevant 

information in everyday material, such as 

letters, brochures and short official 

documents. 

order to complete a task. 

 

 

8. Can find and understand relevant 

information in everyday material such as 

letters, brochures and short official 

documents including online documents 

which might feasibly be met during the 

course of study. 

A2 Can find specific, predictable information 

in simple everyday material such as 

advertisements, prospectuses, menus, 

reference lists and timetables. 

 

Can locate specific information in lists and 

isolate the information required (e.g. use 

the ‘Yellow Pages’ to find a service or 

tradesman). 

 

Can understand everyday signs and 

notices: in public places, such as streets, 

restaurants, railway stations; in 

workplaces, such as directions, 

instructions, hazard warnings. 

L2 8. Can scan to find specific, predictable 

information in simple reading texts which 

might include letters, brochures, newspaper 

articles, advertisements, prospectuses, 

menus and time tables or study related 

materials. 

 

5. Can understand everyday signs and 

notices in public places such as in streets, 

restaurants, educational institutions and 

workplaces. 

 

7. Can understand simple directions and 

instructions such as on appliances, food 

packaging and medicines. 

 

 

A1 Can recognise familiar names, words and 

very basic phrases on simple notices in the 

most common everyday situations. 

 

L1 3. Can recognise familiar names, words, and 

basic phrases on simple notices and posters 

in everyday situations. 

CEFR 4. READING FOR 

INFORMATION AND 

ARGUMENT 

Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can obtain information, ideas and opinions 

from highly specialised sources within 

his/her field. 

 

 

 

Can understand specialised articles outside 

L4 5. Can obtain information, ideas and 

opinions from subject-specific sources 

consisting of several pages of paper or web - 

based texts. 

 

 

6. Can effectively use a paper, online or 
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his/her field, provided he/she can use a 

dictionary occasionally to confirm his/her 

interpretation of terminology. 

 

 

Can understand articles and reports 

concerned with contemporary problems in 

which the writers adopt particular stances 

or viewpoints. 

digital English to English dictionary to find 

the meaning and pronunciation of unknown 

vocabulary in specialised articles and texts. 

 

 

7. Can read critically to identify and 

understand main ideas, authorial point of 

view, stance and bias in articles, reports and 

texts dealing with contemporary and 

controversial issues. 

B1 Can identify the main conclusions in clearly 

signalled argumentative texts. 

 

 

 

Can recognise the line of argument in the 

treatment of the issue presented, though not 

necessarily in detail. 

 

 

Can recognise significant points in 

straightforward newspaper articles on 

familiar subjects. 

L3 5. Can identify the main ideas and 

conclusions in clearly signaled 

argumentative texts. 

 

 

6. Can identify the general line of argument 

or reasoning in an argumentative text. 

 

 

4. Can comprehend the significant and 

important points which are made in clearly 

written newspaper or magazine articles and 

online articles and reading passages on 

topics with which a student aiming to study 

at a college level ought to be familiar.    

A2 Can identify specific information in simpler 

written material he/she encounters such as 

letters, brochures and short newspaper 

articles describing events. 

L2 8. Can scan to find specific, predictable 

information in simple reading texts which 

might include letters, brochures, newspaper 

articles, advertisements, prospectuses, 

menus and time tables or study – related 

material. 

A1 Can get an idea of the content of simpler 

informational material and short simple 

descriptions, especially if there is visual 

support. 

L1 4. Can get the gist of simple informational 

material. 

CEFR 5. READING INSTRUCTIONS 

 

Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can understand lengthy, complex 

instructions in his field, including details on 

conditions and warnings, provided he/she 

L4 8. Can read and understand more complex 

and lengthier instructions and warnings 

which may be met in the learners' 
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can reread difficult sections. educational and social life, and also those 

which might be feasibly encountered when 

the learner enters employment. 

B1 Can understand clearly written, 

straightforward instructions for a piece of 

equipment. 

L3 3. Can understand clearly written 

instructions for commonly encountered 

pieces of equipment in the home, in an 

educational institution or in the workplace. 

A2 Can understand regulations, for example 

safety, when expressed in simple language. 

Can understand simple instructions on 

equipment encountered in everyday life – 

such as a public telephone. 

L2 7. Can understand simple directions and 

instructions such as on appliances, food 

packaging and medicines. 

 

A1 Can follow short, simple written directions 

(e.g. to go from X to Y). 

 

L1 3. Can recognise familiar names, words, and 

basic phrases on simple notices and posters 

in everyday situations. 

8.2 Writing 
 

Skill  Writing  CoTs L.Os 
CEFR 1. OVERALL WRITTEN 

PRODUCTION 

Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can write clear, detailed texts on a variety 

of subjects related to his/her field of 

interest, synthesising and evaluating 

information and arguments from a number 

of sources. 

L4 1. Can write clear, detailed texts on a wide 

range of subjects related to personal interests 

and on topics which a student aiming to 

study at a college level ought to be familiar. 
 

4. Can gather and synthesise information and 

arguments from a number of sources and 

write a report of minimum of 500 words 

which conforms to academic conventions. 
 

B1 Can write straightforward connected texts 

on a range of familiar subjects within his 

field of interest, by linking a series of 

shorter discrete elements into a linear 

sequence. 

L3 1. Can link ideas to write simple texts on 

topics which are of personal interest or on 

topics which a student aiming to study at a 

college level ought to be familiar.    
 

A2 Can write a series of simple phrases and 

sentences linked with simple connectors 

like ‘and’, ‘but’and‘because’. 

L2 1. Can write simple phrases and sentences 

for a variety of elementary purposes, linking 

them using simple conjunctions such as 

‘and’, ‘or’, ‘so’, ‘but’ and ‘because’. 

A1 Can write simple isolated phrases and 

sentences. 
L1 1. Can write simple phrases and 

sentences for a variety of basic 

purposes. 
2.  
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CEFR 2. CREATIVE WRITING Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can write clear, detailed descriptions of 

real or imaginary events and experiences, 

marking the relationship between ideas in 

clear connected text, and following 

established conventions of the genre 

concerned. 

 

Can write clear, detailed descriptions on a 

variety of subjects related to his/her field of 

interest. 

 

 

 

 

Can write a review of a film, book or play. 

L4 3. Can write letters or essays highlighting 

the personal significance of events and 

experiences. 

 

 

 

 

1. Can write clear, detailed texts on a wide 

range of subjects related to personal interests 

and on topics which a student aiming to 

study at a college level ought to be familiar 

 

(Achieved in Level 3 L.O. #3 ) Can describe 

the plot of the book or film and describe 

their reactions to the book or film. 

B1 Can write straightforward, detailed 

descriptions on a range of familiar subjects 

within his/her field of interest. 

 

Can write accounts of experiences, 

describing feelings and reactions in simple 

connected text. 

Can write a description of an event, a 

recent trip – real or imagined. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can narrate a story. 

L3 1. Can link ideas to write simple texts on 

topics which are of personal interest or on 

topics which a student aiming to study at a 

college level ought to be familiar. 

 

2. Can write short reports of occurrences 

which communicate factual information and 

give reasons for actions taken.  

 

5.Can write personal letters or emails 

describing experiences, feelings, opinions, 

attitudes, dreams, hopes and ambitions and 

impressions and or events in detail of at least 

150 words 

 

3. Can describe the plot of a book or film 

and describe their reactions to the book or 

film. 

A2 Can write about everyday aspects of his/her 

environment, e.g. people, places, a job or 

study experience in linked sentences. 

 

 

Can write very short, basic descriptions of 

events, past activities and personal 

experiences. 

 

Can write a series of simple phrases and 

sentences about their family, living 

conditions, educational background, 

L2 1. Can write simple phrases and sentences 

for a variety of elementary purposes, linking 

them using simple conjunctions such as 

‘and’, ‘or’, ‘so’, ‘but’, and ‘because’. 
 

7. Can describe present and past activities 

and personal experiences. 

 

 

6. Can describe family, living conditions, 

past and current education and 

qualifications. 
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present or most recent job. 

 

Can write short, simple imaginary 

biographies and simple poems about 

people. 

 

8. Can write a simple story describing a 

person or past event. 

A1 Can write simple phrases and sentences 

about themselves and imaginary people, 

where they live and what they do. 

L1 5. Can write simple sentences describing self 

and other people, either real or imaginary. 

4. Can write simple sentences to describe 

family life, places, hobbies and pastimes and 

vacation activities and to describe work and 

jobs. 
 

CEFR 3. REPORTS AND ESSAYS Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can write an essay or report which 

develops an argument systematically with 

appropriate highlighting of significant 

points and relevant supporting detail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can evaluate different ideas or solutions to 

a problem. 

 

Can write an essay or report which 

develops an argument, giving reasons in 

support of or against a particular point of 

view and explaining the advantages and 

disadvantages of various options. 

 

 

 

Can synthesise information and arguments 

from a number of sources. 

L4 2. Can write an essay in support of or against 

a particular point of view with an 

introduction, a minimum of two body 

paragraphs and a conclusion of at least 

250 words showing control of layout, 

organization, punctuation, spelling, sentence 

structure, grammar and vocabulary. 

 

5.Can construct a reasoned argument and 

can speculate about causes, consequences 

and hypothetical situations while 

conforming to the stylistic conventions of 

academic discourse 

 

 

6. Can analyse a problem and propose 

solutions. 
 

2. Can write an essay in support of or against 

a particular point of view with an 

introduction, a minimum of two body 

paragraphs and a conclusion of at least 

250 words showing control of layout, 

organization, punctuation, spelling, sentence 

structure, grammar and vocabulary. 
 

4. Can gather and synthesise information and 

arguments from a number of sources and 

write a report of a minimum of 500 words 

which conforms to academic conventions. 

B1 Can write short, simple essays on topics of 

interest. 

 

L3 1. Can link ideas to write simple texts on 

topics which are of personal interest or on 

topics which a student aiming to study at a 
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Can summarise, report and give his/her 

opinion about accumulated factual 

information on familiar routine and non-

routine matters within his/her field with 

some confidence. 

 

Can write very brief reports to a standard 

conventionalised format, which pass on 

routine factual information and state 

reasons for actions. 

college level ought to be familiar.    

 

2. Can write short reports of occurrences, 

which communicate factual information and 

give reasons for actions taken. 

A2 No descriptor available L2  

A1 No descriptor available L1  

CEFR 4. OVERALL WRITTEN 
INTERACTION 

Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can express news and views effectively in 

writing, and relate to those of others. 
L4 8. Can explain a viewpoint on a current, 

topical issue giving the advantages and 

disadvantages of various options. 

B1 Can convey information and ideas on 

abstract as well as concrete topics, check 

information and ask about or explain 

problems with reasonable precision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can write personal letters and notes asking 

for or conveying simple information of 

immediate relevance,getting across the 

point he/she feels to be important. 

L3 7. Can write an essay of at least 175 words with 
an introduction, a minimum of two supporting 
paragraphs, and a conclusion on topics which 
are familiar or of personal interest, or on topics 
which a student aiming to study at a college 
level ought to be familiar with, which might 
require expressions of agreement and 
disagreement, or cause and effect, or 
comparison and contrast. 
 

5. Can write personal letters or emails 

describing experiences, feelings, 

opinions, attitudes, dreams, hopes and 

ambitions and impressions and or 

events in detail of at least 150 words 

A2 Can write short, simple formulaic notes 

relating to matters in areas of immediate 

need. 

L2 2. Can write and take short, simple notes and 

messages relating to matters in areas of 

immediate need. 
 

A1 Can ask for or pass on personal details in 

written form. 
L1 2. Can write simple sentences to give 

personal information. 

CEFR 5. CORRESPONDENCE Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can write letters conveying degrees of 

emotion and highlighting the personal 

significance of events and experiences and 

commenting on the correspondent’s news 

and views. 

L4 3. Can write letters or essays highlighting the 

personal significance of events and 

experiences. 
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B1 Can write personal letters giving news and 

expressing thoughts about abstract or 

cultural topics such as music, films. 

 

Can write personal letters describing 

experiences, feelings and events in some 

detail. 

L3 5. Can write personal letters or emails 

describing experiences, feelings, 

opinions, attitudes, dreams, hopes and 

ambitions and impressions and or events in 

detail of at least 150 words. 

A2 Can write very simple personal letters 

expressing thanks and apology. 
L2 3. Can write a very simple personal letter or 

email of at least 100 words. 

A1 Can write a short simple postcard. L1 7. Can write short, simple messages or notes 

(SMS or social media message or postcard) 

and can write an email or a postcard of at 

least 75 words. 

 

CEFR 6. NOTES, MESSAGES & FORMS Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can take messages communicating 

enquiries, explaining problems. 

 

Can write notes conveying simple 

information of immediate relevance to 

friends, service people, teachers and others 

who feature in his/her everyday life, getting 

across comprehensibly the points he/she 

feels are important. 

L4 9. Can write and take notes and messages, 

including salient and relevant points, related 

to issues that might be met in social or 

academic life, or when employed. 

B1 AS B2 L3  

A2 Can take a short, simple message provided 

he/she can ask for repetition and 

reformulation. 

 

Can write short, simple notes and messages 

relating to matters in areas of immediate 

need. 

L2 2. Can write and take short, simple notes and 

messages relating to matters in areas of 

immediate need. 
 
 
 
 

A1 Can write numbers and dates, own name, 

nationality, address, age, date of birth or 

arrival in the country, etc. such as on a 

hotel registration form. 

L1 6. Can write names, addresses, nationalities, 

occupations, dates and times, numbers and 

prices. 

8.3 Listening 
 

Skill  Listening  CoTs L.Os 
CEFR 7. OVERALL LISTENING 

COMPREHENSION 
Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can understand standard spoken language, 

live or broadcast, on both familiar and 

unfamiliar topics normally encountered in 

personal, social, academic or vocational 

L4 1. Can understand standard speech spoken at 

a normal rate and follow relatively complex 

lines of argument in social academic and 

work-related contexts, provided the topic is 
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life. Only extreme background noise, 

inadequate discourse structure and/or 

idiomatic usage influences the ability to 

understand. 

 

 

Can understand the main ideas of 

propositionally and linguistically complex 

speech on both concrete and abstract topics 

delivered in a standard dialect, including 

technical discussions in his/her field of 

specialisation. 

 

Can follow extended speech and complex 

lines of argument provided the topic is 

reasonably familiar, and the direction of 

the talk is sign-posted by explicit markers. 

reasonably familiar. 

 

3. Can tolerate a degree of distracting noise, 

and remain focused on extracting meaning, 

when the listening purpose is clear. 

 

4. Can understand the main ideas of 

complex speech delivered in standard 

language including technical discussions 

concerning both concrete and abstract topics 

which a student aiming to study at a college 

level ought to be familiar. 

 

6. Can follow extended speech and complex 

lines of argument when the topic is 

reasonably familiar, and the direction of the 

talk is clearly stated by the speaker. 

 

B1 Can understand straightforward factual 

information about common everyday or job 

related topics, identifying both general 

messages and specific details, provided 

speech is clearly articulated in a generally 

familiar accent. 

 

Can understand the main points of clear 

standard speech on familiar matters 

regularly encountered in work, school, 

leisure etc., including short narratives. 

L3 1. Can understand clear, standard speech on 

familiar matters, or related to current affairs, 

which may be encountered in daily life, or 

while working or studying. 

2. Can understand uncomplicated factual 

information about common everyday job-

related, or study- related topics. 
 

3. Can identify and distinguish between 

main ideas and details.  

 

A2 Can understand enough to be able to meet 

needs of a concrete type provided speech is 

clearly and slowly articulated. 

 

Can understand phrases and expressions 

related to areas of most immediate priority 

(e.g. very basic personal and family 

information, shopping, local geography, 

employment) provided speech is clearly and 

slowly articulated. 

L2 1. Can understand clear standard speech 

spoken at a slightly faster pace than the 

earlier level on subjects related to personal 

and social life and to life as an employee or 

student. 

2. Can understand clearly spoken messages 

and announcements which might be 

encountered as a shopper, traveller, 

employee or student. 

A1 Can follow speech which is very slow and 

carefully articulated, with long pauses for 

him/her to assimilate meaning. 

L1 1. Can understand simple, standard speech 

which is carefully articulated, with sufficient 

pauses between phrases and or sentences to 

allow the idea to be processed. 

CEFR 8. UNDERSTANDING 
CONVERSATION BETWEEN 
NATIVE SPEAKERS 

Level  Descriptors  
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B2 Can keep up with an animated conversation 

between native speakers. 

 

Can with some effort catch much of what is 

said around him/her, but may find it 

difficult to participate effectively in 

discussion with several native speakers who 

do not modify their language in any way. 

L4 1. Can understand standard speech spoken at 

a normal rate and follow relatively complex 

lines of argument in social academic and 

work-related contexts, provided the topic is 

reasonably familiar. 

 

9. Can maintain comprehension when 

listening by recognising introductory 

phrases, linking phrases, repetition and 

restatement, and a degree of digression from 

the stated topic. 

 

12. Can demonstrate understanding of a talk 

or conversation of five to six minutes made 

up of a wide variety of grammatical forms, 

vocabulary, and language functions and 

notions expressed in a social, work-related 

or study-related context. 

B1 Can generally follow the main points of 

extended discussion around him/her, 

provided speech is clearly articulated in 

standard dialect. 

L3 10. Can follow the main points of extended 

discussion which may be encountered, 

provided speech is clear and in standard 

language  

A2 Can generally identify the topic of 

discussion around him/her, when it is 

conducted slowly and clearly. 

L2 1. Can understand clear standard speech 

spoken at a slightly faster pace than the 

earlier level on subjects related to personal 

and social life and to life as an employee or 

student. 

A1 No descriptor available 

 
L1  

CEFR 9. LISTENING AS A MEMBER OF A 
LIVE AUDIENCE 

Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can follow the essentials of lectures, talks 

and reports and other forms of 

academic/professional presentation which 

are propositionally and linguistically 

complex. 

L4 7.Can take clear notes while listening to a 

lecture on a topic which a student aiming to 

study at a college level ought to be familiar 

and which might be more difficult than that 

encountered at the earlier level. 

B1 Can follow a lecture or talk within his/her 

own field, provided the subject matter is 

familiar and the presentation 

straightforward and clearly structured. 

 

Can follow in outline straightforward short 

talks on familiar topics provided these are 

delivered in clearly articulated standard 

speech. 

L3 4. Can follow a straightforward and clearly 

organized lecture or a talk on a topic with 

which a student aiming to study at a college 

level ought to be familiar. 

 

11. Can take notes while listening to a 

lecture on a topic which a student aiming to 

study at a college level ought to be familiar. 

 

A2 No descriptor available L2  
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A1 No descriptor available L1  

CEFR 10. LISTENING TO 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND 
INSTRUCTIONS 

Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can understand announcements and 

messages on concrete and abstract topics 

spoken in standard dialect at normal speed. 

L4 5. Can understand announcements and 

messages spoken in standard language at 

normal speed related to social life, which 

might include shopping, travelling or 

leisure, or be related to work or academic 

life.  

 

B1 Can understand simple technical 

information, such as operating instructions 

for everyday equipment. 

 

Can follow detailed directions. 

L3 5. Can understand simple technical 

information, such as operating instructions 

for everyday equipment which may be 

encountered in a work or study environment.  

 

A2 -Can catch the main point in short, clear, 

simple messages and announcements. 

 

 

Can understand simple directions relating 

to how to get from X to Y, by foot or public 

transport. 

L2 2. Can understand clearly spoken messages 

and announcements which might be 

encountered as a shopper, traveller, 

employee or student. 

 

5. Can understand simple questions, 

instructions and directions when spoken at a 

slightly faster pace than the earlier level 

A1 Can understand instructions addressed 

carefully and slowly to him/her and follow 

short, simple directions. 

 

 

L1 3. Can understand simple questions, 

instructions and directions. 

CEFR 11. LISTENING TO AUDIO MEDIA 
AND RECORDINGS 

Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can understand recordings in standard 

dialect likely to be encountered in social, 

professional or academic life and identify 

speaker viewpoints and attitudes as well as 

the information content. 

 

Can understand most radio documentaries 

and most other recorded or broadcast 

audio material delivered in standard 

dialect and can identify the speaker’s 

mood, tone etc. 

L4 2. Can understand the essentials of lectures 

and most TV and radio news and current 

affairs programmes where standard English 

is used, and can with effort understand 

scenes from the majority of films in standard 

English. 

 

8. Can listen critically to identify a speaker’s 

view point, attitude, mood, tone and bias. 

B1 Can understand the information content of 

the majority of recorded or broadcast audio 

material on topics of personal interest 

delivered in clear standard speech. 

L3 6. Can understand the information content of 

a clearly delivered recorded or broadcast 

audio material, including material 

encountered online, on a topic with which  a 
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Can understand the main points of radio 

news bulletins and simpler recorded 

material about familiar subjects delivered 

relatively slowly and clearly. 

student aiming to study at a college level 

ought to be familiar. 

 

 

A2 Can understand and extract the essential 

information from short, recorded passages 

dealing with predictable everyday matters 

which are delivered slowly and clearly. 

L2 3. Can identify the topic and get the gist of a 

TV or radio news report dealing with 

locally, nationally or internationally familiar 

subjects. 

A1 No descriptor available L1  

8.4 Speaking 
 

Skill  Speaking   CoTs L.O.s   (Whilst the CEFR classifies the 

Speaking skill as being either 'Spoken Production ' or 

'Spoken Interaction', which necessarily involves the 

listening  skill, it is our practice to approach skills 

discretely as being either Reading, Writing, Listening or 

Speaking. Hence, CEFR spoken interaction outcomes are 

at times achieved by CoT Listening learning outcomes. ) 

CEFR 1. OVERALL SPOKEN 

INTERACTION 

Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can use the language fluently, accurately 

and effectively on a wide range of general, 

academic, vocational or leisure topics, 

marking clearly the relationships between 

ideas. Can communicate spontaneously 

with good grammatical control without 

much sign of having to restrict what he/she 

wants to say, adopting a level of formality 

appropriate to the circumstances. 

 

Can interact with a degree of fluency and 

spontaneity that makes regular interaction, 

and sustained relationships with native 

speakers quite possible without imposing 

strain on either party.  

 

Can highlight the personal significance of 

events and experiences, account for and 

sustain views clearly by providing relevant 

explanations and arguments. 

L4 2. Can with increasing confidence and 

success produce speech required to cope 

with both routine and less routine and 

unforeseen problems in everyday life, and 

when in employment or when studying. 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Can interact with a sufficient degree of 

fluency and spontaneity so as to make 

regular interaction with expert users quite 

possible without imposing undue strain on 

either party.  

 

3. Can explain a viewpoint on a topical issue 

and on issues of general academic interest 

giving the advantages and disadvantages of 

various options. 
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B1 Can communicate with some confidence on 

familiar routine and non-routine matters 

related to his/her interests and professional 

field. Can exchange, check and confirm 

information, deal with less routine 

situations and explain why something is a 

problem. 

 

Can express thoughts on more abstract, 

cultural topics such as films, books, music 

etc. 

 

 

Can exploit a wide range of simple 

language to deal with most situations likely 

to arise whilst travelling.  

 

Can enter unprepared into conversation on 

familiar topics, express personal opinions 

and exchange information on topics that 

are familiar, of personal interest or 

pertinent to everyday life (e.g.family, 

hobbies, work, travel and current events). 

L3 2. Can produce speech required to cope with 

both routine and less routine problems in 

everyday life, and when in employment or 

when studying. 

 

 

 

 

6. Can tell a real story or explain the plot of 

a book or film and describe reactions arising 

within the story, book or film. 

 

 

3. Can produce sufficient language to enter 

confidently without preparation into 

discussions related to topics with which a 

student aiming to study at a college level 

ought to be familiar. 

 

5. Can give reasons and explanations for 

opinions and plans. 

A2 Can interact with reasonable ease in 

structured situations and short 

conversations, provided the other person 

helps if necessary.  

 

Can manage simple, routine exchanges 

without undue effort; can ask and answer 

questions and exchange ideas and 

information on familiar topics in 

predictable everyday situations. 

 

Can communicate in simple and routine 

tasks requiring a simple and direct 

exchange of information on familiar and 

routine matters to do with work and free 

time.  

 

Can handle very short social exchanges but 

L2 1. Can use a series of phrases and sentences 

to describe in simple language family and 

other people, living conditions, places and 

objects, educational background and 

qualifications and jobs. 

 

2. Can use a series of phrases and sentences 

to provide personal details, describe daily 

routines, express wants and needs, and make 

requests for information. 

 

3. Can produce with a fair degree of 

accuracy memorised phrases covering 

predictable survival situations.  

 

 

 

4. Can demonstrate the willingness to 
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is rarely able to understand enough to keep 

conversation going of his/her own accord. 

communicate with some success in non-

routine situations even though this may 

often result in inaccuracy, false starts and 

repetition. 

A1 Can interact in a simple way but 

communication is totally dependent on 

repetition at a slower rate of speech, 

rephrasing and repair.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can ask and answer simple questions, 

initiate and respond to simple statements in 

areas of immediate need or on very familiar 

topics. 

 

 

L1 1. Can use simple phrases and sentences to 

describe jobs, stages of academic study, 

places and people.  

 

5. Can maintain communication by 

expressing lack of understanding, or by 

asking for repetition, and by recognising 

errors and by having the confidence to repair 

errors. 

 

2. Can ask and answer simple questions 

related to jobs, stages of academic study, 

places and people and to simple activities. 

CEFR 2. UNDERSTANDING A NATIVE 

SPEAKER INTERLOCUTOR 

Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can understand in detail what is said to 

him/her in the standard spoken language 

even in a noisy environment. 

L4 (Achieved by Listening LO 1- Can 

understand standard speech spoken at a 

normal rate and follow relatively complex 

lines of argument in social academic and 

work-related contexts, provided the topic is 

reasonably familiar.) 

(Achieved by Listening LO 3- Can tolerate a 

degree of distracting noise, and remain 

focused on extracting meaning, when the 

listening purpose is clear.) 

B1 Can follow clearly articulated speech 

directed at him/her in everyday 

conversation, though will sometimes have 

to ask for repetition of particular words 

and phrases. 

L3 (Achieved by Listening LO 1. Can 

understand clear, standard speech on 

familiar matters, or related to current affairs, 

which may be encountered in daily life, or 

while working or studying.) 

A2 Can understand enough to manage simple, 

routine exchanges without undue effort. 

 

L2 (Achieved by Listening LO 1.  Can 

understand clear standard speech spoken at a 

slightly faster pace than the earlier level on 
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Can generally understand clear, standard 

speech on familiar matters directed at 

him/her, provided he/she can ask for 

repetition or reformulation from time to 

time. 

 

Can understand what is said clearly, slowly 

and directly to him/her in simple everyday 

conversation; can be made to understand, if 

the speaker can take the trouble. 

subjects related to personal and social life 

and to life as an employee or student.) 

 

4. Can demonstrate the willingness to 

communicate with some success in non-

routine situations even though this may 

often result in inaccuracy, false starts and 

repetition. 

 

(Achieved by Listening LO 1.  Can 

understand clear standard speech spoken at a 

slightly faster pace than the earlier level on 

subjects related to personal and social life 

and to life as an employee or student.) 

 

A1 Can understand everyday expressions 

aimed at the satisfaction of simple needs of 

a concrete type, delivered directly to 

him/her in clear, slow and repeated speech 

by a sympathetic speaker. 

 

Can understand questions and instructions 

addressed carefully and slowly to him/her 

and follow short, simple directions. 

L1 (Achieved by Listening LO 9. Can 

understand speech providing basic, concrete 

personal information.) 

 

 

 

(Achieved by Listening LO3. Can 

understand simple questions, instructions 

and directions. 

CEFR 3. CONVERSATION Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can engage in extended conversation on 

most general topics in a clearly 

participatory fashion, even in a noisy 

environment. 

 

 Can sustain relationships with native 

speakers without unintentionally amusing 

or irritating them or requiring them to 

behave other than they would with a native 

speaker. 

 

Can convey degrees of emotion and 

highlight the personal significance of 

events and experiences. 

L4 14. Can use pronunciation, intonation and 

stress sufficiently well to speak intelligibly 

so as to be easily understood by 

conversational partners or audience. 

 

7. Can interact with a sufficient degree of 

fluency and spontaneity so as to make 

regular interaction with expert users quite 

possible without imposing undue strain on 

either party.  

 

3. Can explain a viewpoint on a topical issue 

and on issues of general academic interest 

giving the advantages and disadvantages of 

various options. 
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B1 Can enter unprepared into conversations 

on familiar topics. 

 

Can follow clearly articulated speech 

directed at him/her in everyday 

conversation, though will sometimes have 

to ask for repetition of particular words 

and phrases. 

 

Can maintain a conversation or discussion 

but may sometimes be difficult to follow 

when trying to say exactly what he/she 

would like to. 

 

 

Can express and respond to feelings such 

as surprise, happiness, sadness, interest 

and indifference. 

L3 3. Can produce sufficient language to enter 

confidently without preparation into 

discussions related to topics with which a 

student aiming to study at a college level 

ought to be familiar. 

 

 

 

 

1. Can use a series of simple sentences and a 

limited range of more complex structures to 

keep going comprehensibly, even though 

pauses in speech may have to be made to 

access required language. 

 

4. Can describe experiences and events, 

dreams, hopes and ambitions. 

A2 Can establish social contact: greetings and 

farewells; introductions; giving thanks. 

 

 

 

 

Can generally understand clear, standard 

speech on familiar matters directed at 

him/her, provided he/she can ask for 

repetition or reformulation from time to 

time. 

 

Can participate in short conversations in 

routine contexts on topics of interest. 

Can express how he/she feels in simple 

terms, and express thanks. 

 

 

Can handle very short social exchanges but 

is rarely able to understand enough to keep 

conversation going of his/her own accord, 

though he/she can be made to understand if 

the speaker will take the trouble. 

L2 3. (Achieved by Speaking Level 1 Outcome 

3 Can establish basic contact in social, 

employment or academic life by using the 

simplest everyday polite forms of: greetings 

farewells; introductions, and thanks.) 

 

4. Can demonstrate the willingness to 

communicate with some success in non-

routine situations even though this may 

often result in inaccuracy, false starts and 

repetition. 

 

1.Can use a series of phrases and sentences 

to describe in simple language family and 

other people, living conditions, places and 

objects, educational background and 

qualifications and jobs 

 

(Achieved by Speaking L1 Outcome 3 Can 

establish basic contact in social, 

employment or academic life by using the 

simplest everyday polite forms of greetings, 

farewells, introductions, and thanks. ) 
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Can use simple everyday polite forms of 

greeting and address. 

 

 

Can make and respond to invitations, 

suggestions and apologies. 

 

 

Can say what he/she likes and dislikes. 

 

8. Can effectively use learnt expressions to 

politely ask for attention in a social, work-

related or educational situation. 

 

7.  Can make or give and respond to 

invitations, suggestions and apologies, 

directions and instructions. 

 

2. Can use a series of phrases and sentences 

to provide personal details, describe daily 

routines, express wants and needs, and make 

requests for information. 

 

A1 Can make an introduction and use basic 

greeting and leave-taking expressions. 

 

Can ask how people are and react to news. 

 

Can understand everyday expressions 

aimed at the satisfaction of simple needs of 

a concrete type, delivered directly to 

him/her in clear, slow and repeated speech 

by a sympathetic speaker. 

L1 (Achieved by Speaking L2 Outcome 2 Can 

use a series of phrases and sentences to 

provide personal details, describe daily 

routines, express wants and needs, and make 

requests for information. 

 

CEFR 4. INFORMAL DISCUSSION 

(WITH FRIENDS) 

Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can keep up with an animated discussion 

between native speakers. 

Can express his/her ideas and opinions 

with precision, and present and respond to 

complex lines of argument convincingly. 

 

Can take an active part in informal 

discussion in familiar contexts, 

commenting, putting point of view clearly, 

evaluating alternative proposals and 

making and responding to hypotheses. 

 

Can with some effort catch much of what is 

said around him/her in discussion, but may 

L4 6. Can use a sufficiently wide enough lexical 

and grammatical resource to discuss at some 

length topics with which a student aiming to 

study at a college level ought to be familiar. 

 

 

8. Can present clear, detailed descriptions on 

a range of subjects with which a student 

aiming to study at a college level ought to be 

familiar. 

 

 

7. Can interact with a sufficient degree of 

fluency and spontaneity so as to make 
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find it difficult to participate effectively in 

discussion with several native speakers who 

do not modify their language in any way. 

 

Can account for and sustain his/her 

opinions in discussion by providing 

relevant explanations, arguments and 

comments. 

regular interaction with expert users quite 

possible without imposing undue strain on 

either party. 

 

3. Can explain a viewpoint on a topical issue 

and on issues of general academic interest 

giving the advantages and disadvantages of 

various options. 

 

B1 Can follow much of what is said around 

him/her on general topics provided 

interlocutors avoid very idiomatic usage 

and articulate clearly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can express his/her thoughts about 

abstract or cultural topics such as music, 

films. Can explain why something is a 

problem. 

 

Can give brief comments on the views of 

others. 

 

Can compare and contrast alternatives, 

discussing what to do, where to go, who or 

which to choose, etc. 

 

Can generally follow the main points in an 

informal discussion with friends provided 

speech is clearly articulated in standard 

dialect. 

 

Can give or seek personal views and 

opinions in discussing topics of interest. 

L3 (Achieved by Listening L 2 Outcome 1 Can 

understand clear standard speech spoken at 

a slightly faster pace than the earlier level 

on subjects related to personal and social 

life and to life as an employee or student.) 

 

(Achieved by Listening L3 Outcome 10 Can 

follow the main points of extended 

discussion which may be encountered, 

provided speech is clear and in standard 

language.) 

 

 

6. Can tell a real story or explain the plot of 

a book or film and describe reactions arising 

within the story, book or film. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Achieved by Listening LO 10. Can follow 

the main points of extended discussion 

which may be encountered, provided speech 

is clear and in standard language.) 

 

5. Can give reasons and explanations for 

opinions and plans. 
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Can make his/her opinions and reactions 

understood as regards solutions to 

problems or practical questions of where to 

go, what to do, how to organise an event 

(e.g. an outing). 

-Can express belief, opinion, agreement 

and disagreement politely. 

A2 Can generally identify the topic of 

discussion around him/her when it is 

conducted slowly and clearly. 

 

Can discuss what to do in the evening, at 

the weekend. 

 

Can make and respond to suggestions. 

 

Can agree and disagree with others. 

 

Can discuss everyday practical issues in a 

simple way when addressed clearly, slowly 

and directly. 

 

Can discuss what to do, where to go and 

make arrangements to meet. 

L2 (Achieved by Listening LO 1- Can 

understand clear standard speech spoken at a 

slightly faster pace than the earlier level on 

subjects related to personal and social life 

and to life as an employee or student.) 

 

10. Can use simple sentences to describe 

everyday activities, past activities, planned 

future activities and obligation and necessity 

in social, work-related or study-related 

contexts. 

 

 

A1 No descriptors available 

 

L1  

CEFR 5. FORMAL DISCUSSION AND 

MEETINGS 

Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can keep up with an animated discussion, 

identifying accurately arguments 

supporting and opposing points of view. 

 

 

 

 

 

Can express his/her ideas and opinions 

with precision, present and respond to 

complex lines of argument convincingly. 

L4 (Achieved by Listening LO 12- Can 

demonstrate understanding of a talk or 

conversation of five to six minutes  made up 

of a wide variety of grammatical forms, 

vocabulary, and language functions and 

notions expressed in a social, work-related 

or study-related context.) 

 

6. Can use a sufficiently wide enough lexical 

and grammatical resource to discuss at some 

length topics with which a student aiming to 
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Can participate actively in routine and non-

routine formal discussion. 

 

 

 

 

 

Can follow the discussion on matters 

related to his/her field, understand in detail 

the points given prominence by the speaker. 

 

 

 

 

 

Can contribute, account for and sustain 

his/her opinion, evaluate alternative 

proposals and make and respond to 

hypotheses. 

study at a college level ought to be familiar. 

 

2. Can with increasing confidence and 

success produce speech required to cope 

with both routine and less routine and 

unforeseen problems in everyday life, and 

when in employment or when studying. 

 

 

(Achieved by Listening LO 4. Can 

understand the main ideas of complex 

speech delivered in standard language 

including technical discussions concerning 

both concrete and abstract topics which a 

student aiming to study at a college level 

ought to be familiar.) 

 

3. Can explain a viewpoint on a topical issue 

and of issues of general academic interest 

giving the advantages and disadvantages of 

various options. 

 

B1 Can follow much of what is said that is 

related to his/her field, provided 

interlocutors avoid very idiomatic usage 

and articulate clearly. 

 

 

Can put over a point of view clearly, but 

has difficulty engaging in debate. 

 

Can take part in routine formal discussion 

of familiar subjects which is conducted in 

clearly articulated speech in the standard 

dialect and which involves the exchange of 

factual information, receiving instructions 

or the discussion of solutions to practical 

problems. 

 

L3 (Achieved by Listening LO 1. Can 

understand clear, standard speech on 

familiar matters, or related to current affairs, 

which may be encountered in daily life, or 

while working or studying.) 

 

5. Can give reasons and explanations for 

opinions and plans. 

 

12. Can effectively take turns in a discussion 

related to social life or in a work- related or 

educationally- related situation.  

 

A2 Can generally follow changes of topic in L2 (Achieved by Listening LO 10. Can 
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formal discussion related to his/her field 

which is conducted slowly and clearly. 

 

 

 

 

Can exchange relevant information and 

give his/her opinion on practical problems 

when asked directly, provided he/she 

receives some help with formulation and 

can ask for repetition of key points if 

necessary. 

 

Can say what he/she thinks about things 

when addressed directly in a formal 

meeting, provided he/she can ask for 

repetition of key points if necessary. 

demonstrate understanding of a short talk or 

conversation of three to four minutes related 

to past activities and experiences or to future 

activities related to social life, or to work or 

academic life.) 

 

9. Can provide simple advice on a familiar 

topic. 

 

4. Can demonstrate the willingness to 

communicate with some success in non-

routine situations even though this may 

often result in inaccuracy, false starts and 

repetition. 

 

2. Can use a series of phrases and sentences 

to provide personal details, describe daily 

routines, express wants and needs, and make 

requests for information. 

 

A1 No descriptor available L1  

CEFR 6. GOAL-ORIENTED CO-

OPERATION(e.g. Repairing a car, 

discussing a document, organising an event) 

Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can understand detailed instructions 

reliably. 

 

Can help along the progress of the work by 

inviting others to join in, say what they 

think, etc. 

 

Can outline an issue or a problem clearly, 

speculating about causes or consequences, 

and weighing advantages and 

disadvantages of different approaches. 

L4 (Achieved by Listening LO 13 - Can 

understand and respond to precise 

information and instructions which may be 

encountered in a social, work-related or 

study-related context.) 

 

 

2. Can with increasing confidence and 

success produce speech required to cope 

with both routine and less routine and 

unforeseen problems in everyday life, and 

when in employment or when studying. 

B1 Can follow what is said, though he/she may 

occasionally have to ask for repetition or 

clarification if the other people’s talk is 

rapid or extended. 

L3 1. Can use a series of simple sentences and a 

limited range of more complex structures to 

keep going comprehensibly, even though 

pauses in speech may have to be made to 
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Can explain why something is a problem, 

discuss what to do next, compare and 

contrast alternatives. 

 

Can give brief comments on the views of 

others. 

 

Can generally follow what is said and, 

when necessary, can repeat back part of 

what someone has said to confirm mutual 

understanding. 

 

Can make his/her opinions and reactions 

understood as regards possible solutions or 

the question of what to do next, giving brief 

reasons and explanations. 

 

Can invite others to give their views on how 

to proceed. 

access required language.  

 

 

2. Can produce speech required to cope with 

both routine and less routine problems in 

everyday life, and when in employment or 

when studying. 

 

 

14. Can effectively use standard phrases to 

check the understanding of a conversational 

partner and can resume a conversation 

which has stalled. 

 

 

5. Can give reasons and explanations for 

opinions and plans. 

 

12. Can effectively take turns in a discussion 

related to social life or in a work- related or 

educationally- related situation.  

 

A2 Can understand enough to manage simple, 

routine tasks without undue effort, asking 

very simply for repetition when he/she does 

not understand. 

 

Can discuss what to do next, making and 

responding to suggestions, asking for and 

giving directions. 

 

Can indicate when he/she is following and 

can be made to understand what is 

necessary, if the speaker takes the trouble. 

 

Can communicate in simple and routine 

tasks using simple phrases to ask for and 

provide things, to get simple information 

and to discuss what to do next. 
 

L2 2. Can use a series of phrases and sentences 

to provide personal details, describe daily 

routines, express wants and needs, and make 

requests for information. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Can demonstrate the willingness to 

communicate with some success in non-

routine situations even though this may 

often result in inaccuracy, false starts and 

repetition. 

A1 Can understand questions and instructions L1 (Achieved by Listening LO3. Can 
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addressed carefully and slowly to him/her 

and follow short, simple directions. 

Can ask people for things, and give people 

things. 

understand simple questions, instructions 

and directions.) 

8. Can express wants, and make basic polite 

requests. 

CEFR 7. TRANSACTIONS TO OBTAIN 

GOODS AND SERVICES 

Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can cope linguistically to negotiate a 

solution to a dispute like an undeserved 

traffic ticket, financial responsibility for 

damage in a flat, for blame regarding an 

accident. 

 

Can outline a case for compensation, using 

persuasive language to demand satisfaction 

and state clearly the limits to any 

concession he/she is prepared to make. 

 

Can explain a problem which has arisen 

and make it clear that the provider of the 

service/customer must make a concession. 

L4  

 

 

2. Can with increasing confidence and 

success produce speech required to cope 

with both routine and less routine and 

unforeseen problems in everyday life, and 

when in employment or when studying. 

 

 

 

 

9. Can produce a sufficient range of 

language to cope with unpredictable 

situations. 

B1 Can deal with most transactions likely to 

arise whilst travelling, arranging travel or 

accommodation, or dealing with authorities 

during a foreign visit. 

 

Can cope with less routine situations in 

shops, post offices, banks, e.g. returning an 

unsatisfactory purchase.  

 

Can make a complaint. 

 

Can deal with most situations likely to arise 

when making travel arrangements through 

an agent or when actually travelling, e.g. 

asking passenger where to get off for an 

unfamiliar destination. 

L3 2. Can produce speech required to cope with 

both routine and less routine problems in 

everyday life, and when in employment or 

when studying. 

 

9. Can flexibly exploit a wide range of 

simple language to express wants and needs. 

A2 Can deal with common aspects of everyday 

living such as travel, lodgings, eating and 

shopping. 

L2 3. Can produce with a fair degree of 

accuracy memorised phrases covering 

predictable survival situations. 
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Can get all the information needed from a 

tourist office, as long as it is of a 

straightforward, non-specialised nature. 

Can ask for and provide everyday goods 

and services. 

 

Can get simple information about travel, 

use public transport: buses, trains, and 

taxis, ask and give directions, and buy 

tickets. 

 

Can ask about things and make simple 

transactions in shops, post offices or banks. 

 

Can give and receive information about 

quantities, numbers, prices, etc. 

 

Can make simple purchases by stating what 

is wanted and asking the price. 

 

Can order a meal 

 

8. Can effectively use learnt expressions to 

politely ask for attention in a social, work-

related or educational situation. 

 

 

 

Level 1 Speaking LO 8. Can express wants, 

and make basic polite requests. 

 

 

 

Level 1 Speaking LO 9. Can correctly say 

times, days, dates, give numbers and prices, 

and provide weights, measures and 

distances. 

A1 Can ask people for things and give people 

things. 

 

Can handle numbers, quantities, cost and 

time. 

L1 8. Can express wants, and make basic polite 

requests. 

 

 

9. Can correctly say times, days, dates, give 

numbers and prices, and provide weights, 

measures and distances. 

CEFR 8. INFORMATION EXCHANGE Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can understand and exchange complex 

information and advice on the full range of 

matters related to his/her occupational 

role. 

 

Can pass on detailed information reliably. 

 

 

Can give a clear, detailed description of 

how to carry out a procedure. 

L4 (Achieved by Listening LO 4- Can 

understand the main ideas of complex 

speech delivered in standard language 

including technical discussions concerning 

both concrete and abstract topics which a 

student aiming to study at a college level 

ought to be familiar.) 

 

10. Can describe and explain the overview 

and the main stages of a process with 
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Can synthesise and report information and 

arguments from a number of sources. 

reasonable precision. 

 

11. Can give a clear, prepared presentation 

using appropriate eye contact and body 

language when describing an investigation 

or piece of research. 

B1 Can exchange, check and confirm 

accumulated factual information on 

familiar routine and non-routine matters 

within his/her field with some confidence. 

 

 

Can describe how to do something, giving 

detailed instructions. 

 

Can summarise and give his or her opinion 

about a short story, article, talk, discussion, 

interview, or documentary and answer 

further questions of detail. 

 

Can find out and pass on straightforward 

factual information. 

 

Can ask for and follow detailed directions. 

 

Can obtain more detailed information. 

L3 2. Can produce speech required to cope with 

both routine and less routine problems in 

everyday life, and when in employment or 

when studying. 

 

 

16. Can give detailed instructions for the 

completion of a task. 

 

6. Can tell a real story or explain the plot of 

a book or film and describe reactions arising 

within the story, book or film. 

 

 

17. Can request and follow detailed 

directions. 

A2 Can understand enough to manage simple, 

routine exchanges without undue effort. 

 

Can deal with practical everyday demands: 

finding out and passing on straightforward 

factual information. 

 

Can ask and answer questions about habits 

and routines. 

 

Can ask and answer questions about 

pastimes and past activities. 

 

Can give and follow simple directions and 

L2 (Achieved by Listening LO 1. Can 

understand clear standard speech spoken at a 

slightly faster pace than the earlier level on 

subjects related to personal and social life 

and to life as an employee or student.) 

 

2. Can use a series of phrases and sentences 

to provide personal details, describe daily 

routines, express wants and needs, and make 

requests for information. 

 

10. Can use simple sentences to describe 

everyday activities, past activities, planned 

future activities and obligation and necessity 
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instructions, e.g. explain how to get 

somewhere. 

 

Can communicate in simple and routine 

tasks requiring a simple and direct 

exchange of information. 

 

Can exchange limited information on 

familiar and routine operational matters. 

 

Can ask and answer questions about what 

they do at work and in free time. 

 

Can ask for and give directions referring to 

a map or plan. 

 

Can ask for and provide personal 

information. 

in social, work-related or study-related 

contexts. 

 

(Achieved by Speaking Level 1 LO 6. Can 

give very simple directions supported by 

gesture such as ‘it’s upstairs’; ‘she’s 

downstairs’; ‘it’s over there’.) 

 

3. Can produce with a fair degree of 

accuracy memorised phrases covering 

predictable survival situations.  

 

1. Can use a series of phrases and sentences 

to describe in simple language family and 

other people, living conditions, places and 

objects, educational background and 

qualifications and jobs. 

 

 

A1 Can understand questions and instructions 

addressed carefully and slowly to him/her 

and follow short, simple directions. 

 

Can ask and answer simple questions, 

initiate and respond to simple statements in 

areas of immediate need or on very familiar 

topics. 

 

Can ask and answer questions about 

themselves and other people, where they 

live, people they know, things they have. 

 

Can indicate time by such phrases as next 

week, last Friday, in November, three 

o’clock. 

 

 

L1 (Achieved by Listening LO 3. Can 

understand simple questions, instructions 

and directions.) 

 

1. Can use simple phrases and sentences to 

describe jobs, stages of academic study, 

places and people.  

2. Can ask and answer simple questions 

related to jobs, stages of academic study, 

places and people, and to simple activities.  

7. Can use simple sentences to describe 

everyday activities and some past activities 

of a social, work-related or study-related 

nature. 

9. Can correctly say times, days, dates, give 

numbers and prices, and provide weights, 

measures and distances. 

CEFR 9. INTERVIEWING AND BEING 

INTERVIEWED 

Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can carry out an effective, fluent interview, L4 16. Can interview a fellow student or a 
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departing spontaneously from prepared 

questions, following up and probing 

interesting replies. 

 

Can take initiatives in an interview, expand 

and develop ideas with little help or 

prodding from an interviewer. 

member of staff when conducting a piece of 

research, departing from scripted questions 

when necessary to obtain additional 

information. 

 

17. Can produce thoughtful, coherent and 

well-developed answers when interviewed, 

either when being orally examined or when 

taking part in a mock interview for 

employment. 

B1 Can provide concrete information required 

in an interview/consultation (e.g. describe 

symptoms to a doctor) but does so with 

limited precision. 

 

Can carry out a prepared interview, 

checking and confirming information, 

though he/she may occasionally have to ask 

for repetition if the other person’s response 

is rapid or extended. 

 

Can take some initiatives in an 

interview/consultation (e.g. to bring up a 

new subject) but is very dependent on 

interviewer in the interaction. 

 

Can use a prepared questionnaire to carry 

out a structured interview, with some 

spontaneous follow up questions. 

L3 18. Can provide the required information 

when being interviewed, either by a 

classmate as part of a classroom learning 

task which may include role-playing, or a by 

an examiner when being orally tested. 

 

19. Can request repetition or examples 

where uncertainty concerning meaning is 

present during an interview or other type of 

exchange. 

 

 

A2 Can make him/herself understood in an 

interview and communicate ideas and 

information on familiar topics, provided 

he/she can ask for clarification 

occasionally, and is given some help to 

express what he/she wants to. 

 

Can answer simple questions and respond 

to simple statements in an interview. 

L2  

13. Can respond to a classmate’s or 

teacher’s interview questions which might 

be part of a learning task, and which might 

include role-playing, and can satisfactorily 

ask and answer questions when interacting 

as part of an oral test.    

A1 Can reply in an interview to simple direct 

questions spoken very slowly and clearly in 

L1 1. Can use simple phrases and sentences to 

describe jobs, stages of academic study, 
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direct non- idiomatic speech about 

personal details. 

places and people.  

2. Can ask and answer simple questions 

related to jobs, stages of academic study, 

places and people and to simple activities.  

 

CEFR 10. TAKING THE FLOOR 

(TURNTAKING) 

Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can intervene appropriately in discussion, 

exploiting appropriate language to do so. 

-Can initiate, maintain and end discourse 

appropriately with effective turntaking. 

 

 

 

Can initiate discourse, take his/her turn 

when appropriate and end conversation 

when he/she needs to, though he/she may 

not always do this elegantly. 

 

Can use stock phrases (e.g. ‘That’s a 

difficult question to answer’) to gain time 

and keep the turn whilst formulating what 

to say. 

L4 (Achieved by Level 3 Speaking LO 11. Can 

initiate, maintain and close simple face-to-

face and telephone conversations on topics 

of personal interest, or on topics with which 

a student aiming to study at a college level 

ought to be familiar.) 

 

(Achieved by Level 3 Speaking LO 12. Can 

effectively take turns in a discussion related 

to social life or in a work- related or 

educationally- related situation. ) 

 

(Achieved by Level 3 LO 13. Can politely 

interrupt and change the direction of a 

discussion when necessary.) 

 

(Achieved by Level 3 LO 14. Can 

effectively use standard phrases to check the 

understanding of a conversational partner 

and can resume a conversation which has 

stalled.) 

B1 Can intervene in a discussion on a familiar 

topic, using a suitable phrase to get the 

floor. 

 

Can initiate, maintain and close simple, 

face-to-face conversation on topics that are 

familiar or of personal interest. 

L3 13. Can politely interrupt and change the 

direction of a discussion when necessary. 

 

11. Can initiate, maintain and close simple 

face-to-face and telephone conversations on 

topics of personal interest, or on topics with 

which a student aiming to study at a college 

level ought to be familiar. 

A2 Can use simple techniques to start, 

maintain, or end a short conversation. 

 

Can initiate, maintain and close simple, 

L2 14. Can start, maintain and close simple 

face-to-face conversations. 
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face-to-face conversation. 

 

Can ask for attention. 

8. Can effectively use learnt expressions to 

politely ask for attention in a social, work-

related or educational situation. 

A1 No descriptor available L1  

CEFR 11. CO-OPERATING Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can give feedback on and follow up 

statements and inferences and so help the 

development of the discussion. 

 

Can help the discussion along on familiar 

ground, confirming comprehension, 

inviting others in, etc. 

L4 18. Can comment appropriately when 

talking to help the conversation develop. 

B1 -Can exploit a basic repertoire of language 

and strategies to help keep a conversation 

or discussion going. 

 

Can summarise the point reached in a 

discussion and so help focus the talk. 

 

Can repeat back part of what someone has 

said to confirm mutual understanding and 

help keep the development of ideas on 

course.  

 

Can invite others into the discussion. 

L3 1. Can use a series of simple sentences and a 

limited range of more complex structures to 

keep going comprehensibly, even though 

pauses in speech may have to be made to 

access required language.  

 

 

14. Can effectively use standard phrases to 

check the understanding of a conversational 

partner and can resume a conversation 

which has stalled. 

A2 Can indicate when he/she is following. L2 16. Can use simple, standard phrases to 

express lack of understanding when in 

conversation. 

A1 No descriptor available L1  

CEFR 12. ASKING FOR 

CLARIFICATION 

Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can ask follow-up questions to check that 

he/she has understood what a speaker 

intended to say, and get clarification of 

ambiguous points. 

L4 19. Can confirm understanding by using 

questions when possible confusion or 

misunderstanding exists. 

B1 Can ask someone to clarify or elaborate 

what they have just said. 

L3 19. Can request repetition or examples 

where uncertainty concerning meaning is 

present.   

A2 Can ask very simply for repetition when 

he/she does not understand. 

L2  
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Can ask for clarification about key words 

or phrases not understood using stock 

phrases. 

 

Can say he/she didn’t follow. 

 

16. Can use simple, standard phrases to 

express lack of understanding when in 

conversation. 

A1 No descriptor available L1  

CEFR 13. PLANNING Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can plan what is to be said and the means 

to say it, considering the effect on the 

recipient/s. 

L4 20. Can use idea and speech generating 

techniques such as brainstorming or 

planning devices such as a mind map before 

speaking. 

B1 Can rehearse and try out new combinations 

and expressions, inviting feedback. 

 

Can work out how to communicate the 

main point(s) he/she wants to get across, 

exploiting any resources available and 

limiting the message to what he/she can 

recall or find the means to express. 

L3 20. Can work with classmates and instructor 

to determine expressions appropriate for a 

transaction and ask for feedback. 

 

 

9. Can flexibly exploit a wide range of 

simple language to express wants and needs. 

A2 Can recall and rehearse an appropriate set 

of phrases from his/her repertoire. 

L2 3. Can produce with a fair degree of 

accuracy memorised phrases covering 

predictable survival situations.  

 

A1 No descriptor available L1  

CEFR 14. COMPENSATING Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can use circumlocution and paraphrase to 

cover gaps in vocabulary and structure. 

 

 

L4 13. Can generally paraphrase successfully 

when engaged in discussion, where 

misunderstanding exists. 

B1 Can define the features of something 

concrete for which he/she can’t remember 

the word. 

Can convey meaning by qualifying a word 

meaning something similar (e.g. a truck for 

people = bus). 

 

Can use a simple word meaning something 

similar to the concept he/she wants to 

convey and invites ‘correction’. 

L3  

 

 

 

 

8. Can demonstrate willingness to attempt to 

paraphrase in order to express ideas. 
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Can foreignise a mother tongue word and 

ask for confirmation. 

A2 Can use an inadequate word from his/her 

repertoire and use gesture to clarify what 

he/she wants to say. 

 

Can identify what he/she means by pointing 

to it (e.g. ‘I’d like this, please). 

L2 17. Can use gesture and substitute 

approximate vocabulary in order to attempt 

to communicate successfully. 

A1 No descriptor available L1  

 

 

 

CEFR 15. MONITORING AND REPAIR Level  Descriptors  

B2 Can correct slips and errors if he/she 

becomes conscious of them or if they have 

led to misunderstandings. 

-Can make a note of ‘favourite mistakes’ 

and consciously monitor speech for it/them. 

L4 4. Can successfully correct errors and 

mistakes if they have led to 

misunderstandings.  

5. Can demonstrate an awareness of 

“favourite mistakes” and can consciously 

monitor speech for them with a view to 

eventually avoiding them.  

 

B1 Can correct mix-ups with tenses or 

expressions that lead to misunderstandings 

provided the interlocutor 

indicates there is a problem. 

 

Can ask for confirmation that a form used 

is correct. 

 

Can start again using a different tactic 

when communication breaks down. 

L3 21. Can correct incorrect tense forms or 

inappropriate vocabulary when this is 

pointed out by a sympathetic conversational 

partner or instructor, if necessary starting to 

explain or describe etc. again.   

A2 No descriptor available L2  

A1 No descriptor available L1  

 

9. Benchmarking English FP Learning Outcomes with OAS for GFP  

Oman Academic Standards (OAS) for General Foundation 

Programme–English Learning Outcome Standards (3.2, p. 10) 

Colleges of Technology  

English Foundation Programme 

Learning Outcomes 



GFP English Curriculum Document January_.016/V4.0/2019 Page 64 
 

Having successfully completed GFP English language, a student 

will be able to satisfactorily: 

Having successfully completed 

Level 4 of the Foundation 

Programme, a student will be able to: 

a) Actively participate in a discussion on a topic relevant to their 

studies by asking questions, agreeing / disagreeing, asking for 

clarification, sharing information, expressing and asking for 

opinions. 

Level 2 S13, S16 

Level 3 S2, S3, S5, S12, S18, S19 

Level 4 S3, S17, S19 

b) Paraphrase information (orally or in writing) from a written or 

spoken text or from graphically presented data 

Level 3 S8, W4 

Level 4 S12, S13, W13 

c) Prepare and deliver a talk of at least 5 minutes. Use library 

resources, speak clearly and confidently, make eye contact and use 

body language to support the delivery of ideas.  Respond 

confidently to questions. 

Level 4 S8, S11, S17, W4  

d) Write texts of a minimum of 250 words, showing control of 

layout, organization, punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, 

grammar and vocabulary. 

Level 4 W2 

e) Produce a written report of a minimum of 500 words showing 

evidence of research, note taking, review and revision of work, 

paraphrasing, summarizing, use of quotations and use of references. 

Level 4 W13 

f) Take notes and respond to questions about the topic, main ideas, 

details and opinions or arguments from an extended listening text 

(e.g. lecture, news broadcast). 

Level 3 L11, L13 

Level 4 L2, L7, L12 

g) Follow spoken instruction in order to carry out a task with a 

number of stages. 

Level 2 S7 

Level 3 S17 

Level 4 L13 

h) Listen to a conversation between two or more speakers and be 

able to answer questions in relation to context, relationship between 

speakers, register (e.g. formal or informal). 

Level 1 L10 

Level 2 L10, L11, L12 

Level 3 L13, L14 

Level 4 L12 

i) Read a one to two page text and identify the main idea(s) and 

extract specific information in a given period of time. 

Level 1 R1, R6, R7 

Level 2 R1, R2, R6, R8 

Level 3 R1, R4, R5, R7 

Level 4 R1, R5, R7 

j) Read an extensive text broadly relevant to the student's area of 

study (minimum three pages) and respond to questions that require 

analytical skills, e.g. Prediction, deduction, inference. 

Level 4 R5, R7, R8 

Key:   L= Listening skill, R= Reading skill, W=Writing skill & S=Speaking skill 
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Other Related Curriculum Documents to Refer to: 

1 English Placement Test Report 

2 CA Scheme  

3 Level Testing Specifications (L1-L4) 

4 L4 Exit Exam Writing Committee-TOR 

5 GFP Exam Writing and Moderation Procedures 

6 Speaking Testing Files & Examiner’s Files 

7 GFP Examination Procedures 

8 Study Report of Canceling PFET 

9 GSS LOs mapped with GFP English Program Materials 

10 Mapping Program Materials to CoTs Learning Outcomes (L1-L4) 

11 CoTs IELTS benchmarking reports 

12 CoTs Common Pedagogical Framework 

13 CoTs Curriculum Development and Review Framework 

                                                           
i
 Implementers and users of this document are kindly requested to send comments and suggested revisions to the 

assigned contact person as part of the document review process. 

ii
 The level objectives are adapted from the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, 

Teaching, Assessment, Language Policy Unit.  

 
iii

 The GFP English Learning Outcomes and Grammatical Enabling Descriptors were first developed  in August 

2016 and updated in Sep 2016 (V 3.1 & 3.2), May 20 17(V 3.3), and October 2018 (V3.4) 

 
iv
 The Inventory represents the core of English language required to achieve Common European Framework of 

Reference (CEFR) levels A1 to C1 in English.  

v
 www.englishprofile.org/wordlists 
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